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Prerequisites
General entry requirements.

Expected learning outcomes
Having completed the course the students should:

e Dbe able to analyze observed situations and from these observations be able to
come to their own conclusions about how children learn mathematics and
language

e Dbe able to explain children’s development of concepts and demonstrate the ability
to use this knowledge in didactical situations

e be able to give an account orally and in writing of young children’s development
of speech and sense of space

e Dbe able to give an account orally and in writing of the theories and ideas
concerning the way in which Swedish and mathematics are dealt with in pre-
school and pre-school-class

e demonstrate didactical proficiency in discussion and narration

e be able to give an account of the importance of the forms of esthetical expression
as a part of children’s understanding of the concepts of mathematics and speech
as well as show the ability to use this knowledge in didactical situations

e be able to exemplify how children’s literature can be conveyed to children and



how it can be used as a starting point for work in mathematics.
e be able to use written and spoken Swedish correctly.

Content

The course is intended to draw attention to the connection between children’s
development of speech and the development of their concept of mathematics as well as
the different ways of stimulating these developments.

The following areas are covered:

theories and analytical methods for personal research purposes
children’s development of speech and mathematics

children’s literature and drama

stimulation of speech for different ages

the meeting between young children and mathematics.

Field studies are an important part of this specialization. Didactical theories that are dealt
with in this specialization are connected to pre-school activities through field studies. In a
similar way the problems that arise during field studies illustrate the central elements in
the didactical theories that are dealt with.

The students must also document and evaluate the teaching situations, study the local
governing documents and starting from their own observations problematize the
pedagogical work.

The course is in three parts: Swedish Language, 10.5 credits; Literary Studies, 9 credits;
the Didactics of Mathematics, 10.5 credits.

Type of Instruction

Teaching is conducted in the form of lectures, field studies, seminars/internet discussions
and consideration of teaching methods. The teaching is to a large extent based on the
students’ active participation individually and in groups, which demands attendence at
seminars/internet discussions, teaching methods sessions and presentations.

The course is a distance course.

Examination

The course is assessed with the grades Fail (U), Pass (G) or Pass with Distinction
(VG).

A translation of the grade to the ECTS 7-point scale may be obtained upon request. The
request for a translation should be made before the final grade for the course is
awarded.

The students are examined partly through the their active participation in
seminars/internet discussions, teaching methods sessions and presentations and partly
through written and oral presentations of individual and group assignments.

Course Evaluation

A course evaluation will be carried out at the end of the course in accordance with the
guidelines of the University. The result of the course evaluation will be filed at the
department.

Other

Having completed the training the student will receive a degree certificate upon request
from the Graduation Office at the Division of Student Affairs.
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