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Objectives
After completing the course, students shall be able to:

» explain and have a critical approach to concepts concerning normality and
dewviations in relation to the inchision and exchision phenomena existing in schools
and education, and problematize any consequences on the organisational group,
and individual level

» describe various forms of vulnerability and disabilities from a learning and
participatory perspective with the aim to being able to acknowledge voung
people's diverse living conditions

» reason on the basis of a special educational approach and such skills that are
required in the educational practice in order to be able to acknowledge the pupils’
differences

« account for the function of the student health service and the cooperation with
other kinds of schools, stages, professions and authorities.

Content

The aim of the course is to deepen the knowledge of youth learning and development,
and to problematize the area between education and special education on the basis of
different theoretical and practical perspectives. The aim is also to help students develop
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perspective and in cooperation with other parties concerned, able to support all pupils'
learning and development in lower secondary school or upper secondary school.

The course discusses in an advanced manner issues concerning learning and the
conditions and possibilities to contribute to an equal education for all children on the basis
of the relational perspective. The concepts of normality and deviation are addressed and
discussed in relation to the inclusion and exclusion phenomena in the educational
practice. Phenomena such as diagnosing and categorising pupils on the basis of historical
and societal perspectives are discussed, as well as the function this may have in various
contexts on the group and organisational level and the consequences on the pupils'
development and identity formation.

Special educational knowledge and competence in incluisive learning environments is
studied on the basis of spatial social and didactic aspects.

Special emphasis is put on the special educational knowledge and support related to
social vulnerability and disabilities in the educational practice. Special educational
perspectives are problematized. and the possibilities to prevent and eliminate educational
difficulties i school are examined and valied with respect to the task of establishing
democratic learning processes. Digital competence is discussed in relation to special
educational perspectives and all pupils' ability to participate in the education.

The course also discusses how the cooperation between different forms of schools,
different professions and authorities can be developed with regard to acknowledging the
pupils' diverse living conditions, and pupils who are ill treated or at risk of bemng il
treated. Cooperation is also linked to the importance and function of the student health
service for learning and development, and how the school can promote children's and
voung people's health and prevent ill-health on the individual as well as the organisational
level. The important issue of the educationalist's role with respect to the official
responsibility in the work with pupils who are ill-treated or at risk of being ill-treated is
also discussed.

Professional Basis and Professional Progression

Students are in connection with field studies able to deepen their knowledge of the
teaching profession's tasks and conditions. The course emphasizes the importance of
hawving a scientific and professional approach, where the development of knowledge and
judgement is aimed at strengthening the students' ability to reflect on and act in an
adequate manner in relation to the pupils' learning and the school's mission. The teaching
ability to acknowledge the pupils' differences and varying conditions on the basis of the
mclusive perspective is developed. Students work with assignments related to the
practical work in school and current research findings. In the education. theory and
practice are linked through looking into different perspectives and through didactic
reflection in order to promote professional knowledge.

Scientific Approach and Scientific Progression

Scientific theoretical perspectives and different views on what constitutes scientific
knowledge are discussed i the course. Students also work with problematizing research
and development works on different educational working methods applied to
acknowledge pupils' differences.

Type of Instruction

Teaching is conducted in the form of lectures, seminars, individual and group
assignments, and field studies. Further mformation about the mandatory course
components is given in the study guide.

Examination
The course is assessed with the grades Fail (U), Pass (G) or Pass with Distinction
(VG).



Examination takes place through seminars, group assignments, and individual written and
oral assignments. Irrespective of examination method, 1t is the mdividual student's
performances that are assessed and graded. In order to receive a grade of Pass, the
course ohjectives must be fulfilled. In order to receive a grade of Pass with Distinction
for the entire course. it is required that the individual final examination assignment is
graded as Pass with Distinction. A retake of the exam is offered within six weeks after
the scheduled examination date (within the scope of the regular semester period).

Course Evaluation

A course evaliation is carred out after completing the course, which is compiled in
writing and presented to the students who have completed the course. Tt is also
presented to the students at the following course date, together with anv measures
taken. The results are reported to the departments in question and to the programme
council concerned, and are later filed by the course coordinating department.

Other

Any additional costs that may arise in connection with the course are paid for by the
students themselves.
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