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Prerequisites
General entry requirements for second-cycle studies and specific entry requirements: 
Bachelor degree in Social Sciences, including at least 30 credits in the study of Political 
Science.
 
Objectives
After completing the course, students shall be able to: 

identify and problematise key issues relating to political parties and party 
systems

•

independently formulate scientific problems within party research•
present independent and creative analyses, arguments and conclusions with •



regard to the key issues concerning political parties and party systems, both 
orally and in writing
critically evaluate and problematise the results of research into political parties 
and party systems

•

demonstrate the ability to monitor and evaluate knowledge trends within 
research into political parties and party systems.

•

 
Content
The course examines four themes on the basis of research into political parties and 
party systems: party organisation, the parties and the voters, party systems and cartel 
party theory. 
 
Type of Instruction
Teaching consists of lectures and seminars.
 
Examination
The course is assessed with the grades A, B, C, D, E or F. 
 
Grade A represents the highest grade, and the subsequent grades follow in descending 
order, where grade E is the lowest grade that qualifies as a Pass. A grade of F means 
that the student’s performance is assessed as Fail. Fx is not a grade and is only used 
when a student is permitted to supplement his/her examination. 
 
Examination consists of two components; seminars (2 credits) and a written 
examination (5.5 credits). The seminars consist of three assignments that are presented 
in seminars, and the written examination consists of one assignment. Both examination 
components are based on the course literature and the student is awarded marks for 
each assignment. A total of 50 marks can be awarded: maximum 5 marks per 
assignment presented in the respective seminars (a total of maximum 15 marks), and 
maximum 35 marks for the written examination. At an obtained grade of E for both 
course components, the course grade is based on the achieved marks out of the total of 
50 marks. 
 
 
For a grade of Pass (E), it is required that all the intended learning outcomes are 
fulfilled and that the student is awarded at least half of the maximum 50 marks. For a 
final course grade of D-A, it is required that the criteria for these grades are fulfilled 
based on the adding up of the student’s results on all examination assignments. 
 
Course Evaluation
A course evaluation is carried out either during or at the end of the course. Results and 
analysis are presented to the students who have completed the course, as well as to the 
students at the following course date. The course evaluation is conducted anonymously.
 
Overlap
The course cannot be included in a degree along with the following course/courses of 
which the content fully, or partly, corresponds to the content of this course: 
4SK408 Political parties 7.5 credits. 
 
Other Information
Students are informed about the grading criteria of the course by no later than at the 



beginning of the course.
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