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Prerequisites
165 higher education credits of which completed methodology course at the first 
cycle/G2 level in social work or equivalent education in social sciences/behavioural 
science/humanities, English A/5 or the equivalent.
 
Objectives
After completing the course, students shall be able to: 

critically examine theories of global and postcolonial migration and how •



different discourses concerning migration have emerged and developed over 
time and space

critically examine theories of nations, citizenship, diversity, sovereignty and 
belonging, and how these theories generate different discourses and policies as 
well as assess different processes of inclusion and exclusion in societal and 
institutional contexts

•

discuss and critically reflect upon national populism and perils and possibility of 
belonging in the context of globalisation, postcolonial migration and the nation 
state, with a particular focus on Europe and North America

•

discuss and critically reflect upon diffferent categories of migratory experiences, 
e.g. asylum seekers, migrants, guest workers, refugees, new arrivals, and 
unaccompanied children, in relation to theories and ethics of migration and 
social work.

•

 
Content
This course concentrates specifically on three main issues: why people migrate, how 
ideas about migration and images of migrants are constructed, and what the impact is of 
different theories of nation, citizenship, diversity, sovereignty, and belonging at various 
levels in contemporary society. The course examines how categorisations of refugees, 
migrants, and their different statuses are formed in intersections between various 
discourses and policies in Sweden, the EU, and on a global scale. During the course, 
current theories, ethics and political discourses of postcolonial migration are presented 
and problematised. Accordingly, these theories provide the ground for more in-depth 
study and analysis of the connection between postcolonial migration and discourses 
about citizenship and belonging in the context of globalisation and nation state. 
Moreover, the course will explore how these discourses can determine processes of 
inclusion and exclusion and impact conditions regarding diversity in pluralistic 
societies. 
 
Type of Instruction
Teaching takes place in the form of lectures and seminars. 
 
Examination
The course is assessed with the grades A, B, C, D, E or F. 
 
Examination of the course takes place by means of one oral seminar assignment, one 
individual oral seminar assignment, and one individual written assignment. 
 
In order to pass the course (receive a grade of E), the course objectives must be 
attained. For a grade of D-A, the criteria for each grade must be attained in a weighted 
assessment of all the examination assignments. 
 
A retake of the examination is provided in accordance with the Local Regulations for 
First-Cycle and Second-Cycle Courses and Examination at Linnaeus University. 
 
Should the university determine that a student is entitled to special educational support 
due to impairment, the examiner may provide the student with an adapted test or the 
student may carry out the examination in an alternative way. 
 



Course Evaluation
A course evaluation is carried out either during or at the end of the course. Results and 
analysis of the evaluation are presented to the students who have completed the course 
as well as to new students at the following course date, together with any improvements 
made. 
 
Overlap
The course cannot be included in a degree along with the following course/courses of 
which the content fully, or partly, corresponds to the content of this course: 
4SA720 Social Work in Times of Migration: Perspectives on Policies, Institutions and 
Practices, 15 credits.
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