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Objectives
Upon completion of the course, students should be able to: 
 
Module 1. Theoretical perspectives

account for the significance of vulnerable living conditions to the development 
of children and young people,

•

apply relevant theoretical perspectives on children's and young people's living 
conditions based on ethnicity, functional diversity, social class, gender and age,

•

account for and problematise the importance of social contexts to children's legal 
status.

•

Module 2. The history, organisation and exercise of public authority of the social 
child welfare



account for and problematise historical perspectives concerning the view on 
children, childhood and parenthood, as well as the organisation of social child 
welfare in society,

•

apply a professional approach in the planning and execution of different kinds of 
interviews with children and young people in vulnerable living situations,

•

reason about their own professional role as an offficial exercising public 
authority in the work with children and young people in vulnerable living 
situations.

•

Module 3. Prevention and intervention for children, young people and families

apply a professional approach in the planning and implementation of different 
kinds of interviews with families in vulnerable living situations,

•

reason about their own professional role in prevention and intervention 
concerning children and young people in vulnerable living situations,

•

evaluate and critically examine prevention and mobilisation as well as social 
interventions concerning children, young people and families.

•

Content
The course is divided into three modules, where the first one introduces theoretical 
perspectives on the living conditions of children and young people, and the other two 
provide a deepened understanding of the social child welfare practice. 
 
Module 1. Theoretical perspectives (4 credits) 
 
This course component deals with children's living conditions based on ethnicity, 
functional diversity, social class, gender and age. Theoretical perspectives on childhood 
and adolescence as well as perspectives of family theory are also introduced. Previous 
knowledge gained within the field of developmental psychology and attachment theory 
is further enhanced. The component also highlights the importance of considering 
children as legal subjects. 
 
Module 2. The history, organisation and exercise of public authority of social child 
welfare (4 credits) 
 
This component discusses historical perspectives on the child welfare and social care, 
and the logics and practices that have characterised and still characterise social child 
welfare. The component particularly emphasises the meaning of and the distinctive 
features of exercise of public authority in relation to children and young people, which 
for instance inlcudes risk and protection assessments. The component also deals with 
the position of children in relation to the reporting and investigation process, and the 
application of exercises concerning planning and implementation of interviews with 
children and young people. 
 
Component 3. Prevention and intervention for children, young people and families 
(7 credits) 
 
The component discusses preventive and mobilising work and interventions aimed at 
children and young people. The component also addresses in relation to these practices 
what family treatment and interpreting interviews may entail within the social work 
profession, which are also practiced in the exercise components.

Type of Instruction



Teaching takes place in the form of lectures and seminars, where some of the elements 
are compulsory.

Examination
The course is assessed with the grades Fail (U), Pass (G) or Pass with Distinction (VG). 
 
Examination of the course takes place by means of six examination assignments, A-F. 
 
Module 1, 4 credits 
 
Assignment A, 1 credit. Examination takes place through a literature seminar. Assessed 
by the grades of Fail or Pass. 
 
Assignment B, 3 credits. Examination consists of an independent written assignment in 
the form of a paper. Assessed by the grades of Fail, Pass or Pass with Distinction. 
 
Module 2, 4 credits 
 
Assignment C, 1.5 credits. Examination takes place by means of an interview exercise 
presented orally and in writing. Assessed by the grades of Fail or Pass. 
 
Assignment D, 2.5 credits. Examination consists of an independent written assignment 
in the form of a paper. Assessed by the grades of Fail, Pass or Pass with Distinction. 
 
Module 3, 7 credits 
 
Assignment E, 2.5 credits. Examination takes place by means of an interview exercise 
presented orally and in writing. Assessed by the grades of Fail or Pass. 
 
Assignment F, 4.5 credits. Examination consists of an independent written assignment 
in the form of a paper. Assessed by the grades of Fail, Pass or Pass with Distinction. 
 
In order to receive a grade of Pass in the entire course, all examination assignments 
must be assessed as Pass. For a grade of Pass with Distinction in the entire course, it is 
required that two of the assignments B, D and F are assessed as Pass with Distinction 
and the other examination assignments require the grade of Pass. 
 
A retake of the examination is provided in accordance with the Local Regulations for 
First-Cycle and Second-Cycle Courses and Examination at Linnaeus University. 
 
Should the university determine that a student is entitled to special educational support 
due to impairment, the examiner may provide the student with an adapted test or the 
student may carry out the examination in an alternative way.

Course Evaluation
A course evaluation is carried out either during or at the end of the course. Results and 
analysis of the evaluation are presented to the students who have completed the course 
as well as to new students at the following course date. The course evaluation is 
conducted anonymously.

Credit Overlap
The course cannot be included in a degree along with the following course/courses of 
which the content fully, or partly, corresponds to the content of this course: 4SA711, 
Social work with children, young people and families, 15 credits.
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