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Objectives
Upon completion of the course, students should be able to:

account for and problematise historical and cultural perspectives on violence,1. 
categorise and compare different kinds of violence, abusive relationships and 
contexts of violence from a life course perspective,

2. 

identify the risk and protective factors in relation to exposure to violence and use 
of violence in the context of the life course perspective,

3. 

apply and critically examine laws and other sources of law relevant to the work 
with individuals exposed to violence as well as perpetrators of violence,

4. 

independently and on a disciplinary foundation, evaluate, reflect on and critically 
examine the relation between violence and social structures, such as power, sex, 
social class and ethnicity on the basis of a life course perspective.

5. 

Content
The course "Violence across the life course" takes on a broad perspective of violence 
with the aim of deepening the knowledge and understanding of violence, abusive 



relationships, the contexts and consequences of violence. This is an interdisciplinary 
course which entails that the core theme is violence from a life course perspective, and 
the research presented is based on different scientific disciplines and include various 
examples of abusive relationships and contexts of violence. The course is aimed at 
different students and occupational groups working within this field of violence or 
withindividuals exposed to violence as well as perpetrators of violence, such as people 
working within the social services, the legal system, health care and medical treatment, 
the Swedish Social Insurance Agency, employment offices, schools, the Swedish 
Migration Board and non-profit organisations. Special emphasis is placed on the 
responsibility of the welfare state in terms of counteracting and preventing violence as 
well as providing support and help to people exposed to violence as well as perpetrators 
of violence. 

Theoretical perspectives on violence on the basis of a life course perspective•
Historical and cultural perspectives on violence•
Definitions of violence•
The life course theory•
Perspectives on theories of power•
Abusive relationships and domestic violence•
Contexts of violence•
Survey of violence/statistics•
Consequences of violence•
Protection and treatment•
The response to violence in a welfare state•
Laws and legal basis relevant to the work with individuals exposed to violence•
Cooperation and division of responsibility between different professions•

Type of Instruction
Teaching takes place in the form of lectures, seminars, group discussions, workshops 
and field studies.

Examination
The course is assessed with the grades Fail (U), Pass (G) or Pass with Distinction (VG). 
 
Examination assignment 1, specialisation 3 credits. The examination consists of a 
paper. Examination of objectives 1 and 2. Grading scale: Fail (UG), Pass (G) and Pass 
with Distinction (VG). 
 
Examination assignment 2, specialisation 7 credits. The examination consists of written 
assignments that shall be presented orally and in writing. Examination of objectives 1, 
2, 3, 4 and 5. Grading scale: Fail (UG) and Pass (G). 
 
Examination assignment 3, specialisation 5 credits. The examination consists of a report 
that shall be presented orally and in writing. Examination of objectives 2, 3 and 5. 
Grading scale: Fail (UG), Pass (G) and Pass with Distinction (VG). 
 
In order to receive a grade of Pass in the course, the grade of Pass is required for all the 
examination assignments. For a grade of Pass with Distinction in the course, it is 
required that the student receives the grade of Pass with Distinction for examination 
assignment 1 and 3, and examination assignment 2 must be assessed as Pass. 
 
A retake of the examination is provided in accordance with the Local Regulations for 
First-Cycle and Second-Cycle Courses and Examination at Linnaeus University. 



 
Should the university determine that a student is entitled to special educational support 
due to impairment, the examiner may provide the student with an adapted test or the 
student may carry out the examination in an alternative way.

Course Evaluation
A course evaluation is carried out either during or at the end of the course. Results and 
analysis of the evaluation are presented to the students who have completed the course 
as well as to new students at the following course date. The course evaluation is 
conducted anonymously.
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