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Prerequisites
90 credits including an independent project of 15 credits in a subject in the humanities or
the social sciences or the equivalent, English B/English 6, or the equivalent.

Objectives
After completing the course, the student should be able to:

» describe the historical background and tvpical features of missionary work in the
colonized world,

» critically discuss and explain the outcomes of missionary encounters in colonial
contexts,

» describe the impact of missionary activity on a few indigenous religions, with
special attention paid to the rise of revitalization movements,

» relate area specific features to world-wide patterns of religious encounters during
the relevant period.



Content

The main focus of the course is on the various encounters between the religions of
colonial empires and indigenous religious traditions. The content of the course revolves
around detailed empirical knowledge about specific confrontations, dialogues,
conversions, and counterreactions in the colonial world, as well as around scholarly
efforts to generalize and identify recurrent patterns. Close attention is paid to theological
motivations, proselyting strategies, and life stance outcomes of specific missionary work,
as well as to the shifting theological responses and counterstrategies of indigenous
faiths.

Type of Instruction
Teaching is delivered in the form of lectures, discussion seminars and supervision. The
language of instruction is English.

Examination

The course is assessed with the grades Fail (U), Pass (G) or Pass with Distinction
(VG).

The course is examined through written assignments and oral seminar assignments.
Fetake examination is offered i the form of a written assignment or another assignment
determined by the examiner. The grade A is the highest grade and the grade E is the
lowest grade for passing the course. The grade F means that the student’s performance
is assessed as failed. Grading criteria for the A-F scale are communicated to the
student in writing when the course/module starts. at the latest.

If the university has decided that a student is entitled to special educational support due
to a disahility, the examiner may offer an adapted exam or allow the student to conduct
the exam in an alternative form.

Course Evaluation

During or shortly after the course, a course evaliation is conducted. Results and
analysis of the course evaliation are promptly communicated to the students who have
taken the course. Students who are taking the course when it is offered the next time
are informed of the results at the start of the course. The evaliation is anonymous.
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