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Objectives
Intended learning outcomes
After completing the course the student should, with a high degree of independence, be
able to:
l

l

l

l

account for and critically discuss the history of religious studies and their relation
to adjacent subjects and general developments in society,
relate their knowledge of the history of religious studies to studies of ancient
religions in the Near East and the classical world, and account for current
research,
describe and explain the historical development in a couple of ancient religions in
the Near East and/or the classical world, and demonstrate knowledge of religious
documents,
discuss strengths and weaknesses of the comparative method.

Content
This course focuses on knowledge of ancient religions in the Near East and the
Mediterranean area on the one hand, and the issues, theories, methods and preconceived
ideas that have formed the basis for research on the time period and the area, on the
other. By studying research history, the students develop their abilities to identify issues
and research traditions of importance for the origin and development of the subject,
which leads to new possibilities to study the time period and the area. At the same time,
indepth empirical knowledge give the students an understanding of the historical
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Mediterranean area on the one hand, and the issues, theories, methods and preconceived
ideas that have formed the basis for research on the time period and the area, on the
other. By studying research history, the students develop their abilities to identify issues
and research traditions of importance for the origin and development of the subject,
which leads to new possibilities to study the time period and the area. At the same time,
indepth empirical knowledge give the students an understanding of the historical
situation and the issues this in turn can bring forth. In addition to the main focus of the
course – ranging from the debate on the BabelBible debate to contemporary
discussions on the possible uniqueness of the Gospels – the students choose ancient
traditions to specialise in.

Type of Instruction
Teaching is delivered in the form of lectures and seminars.

Examination
The course is assessed with the grades Fail (U), Pass (G) or Pass with Distinction
(VG).
In order to receive the grade of Pass, the expected learning outcomes must be achieved.
The course is examined through a memorandum and an oral examination in seminar
form.
For students who do not pass the first examinations, retake examinations are provided in
accordance with local regulations at the university.

Course Evaluation
At the end of the course, a course evaluation is conducted. Results and analysis of the
course evaluation are communicated to the students who have taken the course and the
students who are taking the course when it is offered the next time. The evaluation is
anonymous. The course evaluation is filed according to departmental regulations.
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