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Prerequisites
Admission to the course requires the student to be admitted to the Special Teacher 
Education program or special education program and to have successfully completed 
most of the previous courses in the program.

Objectives
In this course, students are given the opportunity to develop their ability to understand 
and meet people in various life situations, and with different living conditions and 
social and cultural background. This is achieved through the development of knowledge 
and understanding of the perspectives of special education, particularly with regard to 
structural, social and cultural factors and the importance of teams and group affiliations. 
 
After the course is completed, students shall be able to:

problematize the school and its stakeholders as an organisation/institution in 
relation to continuity and transformation.

•

describe children's/pupils' and families' different standards of living, and 
problematize learning and socialization in a lifelong learning perspective using 

•



concepts such as identity, linguistic and psychological development, 
gender/class/ethnicity and culture
understand and critically respond to society's views on normalcy and deviation•
understand and analyse groups and group processes as well as its importance for 
communication, interaction and response.

•

Content
The course focuses on various school participants. The living conditions of children and 
pupils are discussed and related to learning sessions and the concept of a school for all,. 
The interaction between children/pupils and teachers, including other school staff and 
parents, is illustrated as well as how social and cultural backgrounds may affect 
learning. Both the child/pupil and teacher perspective will be addressed. The course 
emphasizes development of the individual as a social being and the importance of 
sense-making in the educational practice. Furthermore the school-community 
relationship is analysed for reproductive patterns, where categories such as class, 
gender and ethnicity are considered as crucial factors. Groups and group processes are 
discussed as well as communication and interaction.

Type of Instruction
The course is conducted through a combination of distance learning and scheduled 
teaching. Teaching is based on the students' professional practice as well as the study of 
theory and policy documents. The scheduled teaching will consist of lectures, seminars 
and work in small groups. In addition, the students will individually or in small groups 
work with assignments by the use of ICT. The extent of the compulsory elements is 
given in the study guidelines.

Examination
The course is assessed with the grades Fail (U), Pass (G) or Pass with Distinction (VG). 
 
In order to receive a grade of Pass, students must fulfil the oral and written assignments 
included in the course, and active participation in seminars and group practice is 
required as well as the demonstration of an approach in agreement with the ethical 
regulations and policy documents in force.

Course Evaluation
A course evaluation is carried out either during or at the end of the course. Results and 
analysis are presented to the students who have completed the course as well as to the 
students at the following course date. The course evaluation is conducted anonymously. 
The results are presented to the departments in question and to the programme council 
concerned.
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