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Prerequisites
General entry requirements for second-cycle studies and specific entry requirements: 
4PP309 Professional Approach I: Science and Special Needs Educational Practice, 5 
credits 
4PP312 Professional Approach II: Science and Communication, 5 credits 
4PP341 Special Pedagogics in Different Learning Environments I, 5 credits 
4PP342 Special Pedagogics in Different Learning Environments II, 10 credits 
4PP343 The Role of Special Education Teacher: Learning, Development and 
Pedagogical Inquiry, 10 credits 
4PP344 The Role of Special Education Teacher: Communication and Educational 
Development, 10 credits 
or the equivalent.

Objectives
Upon completion of the course, students shall be able to:

define research questions relevant to the professional practice,•
independently plan and conduct an empirical study,•



argue for the choice of methods and tools used for the study,•
look for, obtain, compile, evaluate and critically examine scientific literature 
relevant to the study,

•

analyse their own empirical material based on theories, and draw conclusions as 
well as discuss credibility and validity of interpretations and educational 
implications,

•

discuss and evaluate the results of the study in relation to the future professional 
practice as special education teacher,

•

demonstrate ethical awareness in the planning and realization of the degree 
project,

•

on scientific basis, orally and in writing present and defend the completed study,•
critically examine and on scientific basis in a constructive manner discuss fellow 
students' degree projects.

•

Content
The course consists of conducting an independent project on scientific basis, where the 
student under supervision chooses, discusses and presents a research problem within the 
field of special education. 
 
The course contains the following elements:

special education from different research perspectives relevant to the 
professional practice,

•

theoretical perspectives of the chosen research field,•
applied research methodology,•
processing, analysis and interpretation of research findings,•
application of research ethical principles,•
oral and written communication of research findings,•
critical and constructive examination of other students' degree projects•

Professional Basis and Professional Progression 
The perspective of the profession in the Special Education Programme becomes evident 
in the integration of theoretical knowledge, discussions within and between various 
professional groups and parts related to the working life. In the degree project, the 
student recognizes the specific professional basis of their professional knowledge as a 
special education teacher. The degree project also forms the basis of the professional 
progression in relation to their own professional competence as well as organisational 
development at the workplace. 
 
Scientific Approach and Scientific Progression  
The scientific approach is continuously developed through the connection between 
didactic and special education knowledge and conscious development of a critical 
approach, analysis skills, and the ability to communicate their knowledge orally as well 
as in writing.

Type of Instruction
Teaching consists of seminars and supervision.

Examination
The course is assessed with the grades Fail (U), Pass (G) or Pass with Distinction (VG). 
 
Examination of the course takes place by means of completing the degree project which 
is presented and defended at the end of the course. The study is examined in a public 
discussion and examination. 



 
In order to receive a grade of Pass in the course, the course objectives must be attained. 
For a grade of Pass with Distinction in the course, it is required that the study is 
assessed as Pass with Distinction. 
 
A retake of the examination is provided in accordance with the Local Regulations for 
First-Cycle and Second-Cycle Courses and Examination at Linnaeus University. 
 
Should the university determine that a student is entitled to special educational support 
due to impairment, the examiner may provide the student with an adapted test or the 
student may carry out the examination in an alternative way.

Course Evaluation
A course evaluation is carried out either during or at the end of the course. Results and 
analysis of the evaluation are presented to the students who have completed the course 
as well as to new students at the following course date. The course evaluation is 
conducted anonymously.

Credit Overlap
The course cannot be included in a degree along with the following course/courses of 
which the content fully, or partly, corresponds to the content of this course: 4PP24E 
Degree Project in Special Education Teacher Training Program 15 credits.

Other
Any additional costs that may arise in connection with assignments and the like are paid 
for by the students themselves.

Required Reading and Additional Study Material
 
The student chooses literature relevant to the study in consultation with the supervisor 
and examiner (approx. 1,500 pages). 
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