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Prerequisites

Degree in education and three vears of professional teaching experience on at least
half-time basis after obtained degree in education in Swedish or in the field of language,
writing and reading development, or after adding to their degree in education the
equivalent subject knowledge to teach Swedish.

Objectives
After completing the course, the student should be able to:

« account for and compare children’s and pupils” language and conceptual
development,

» explain and problematise how all children’s and pupils’ language and conceptual
development can be supported in teaching,

+ independently map out and evaluate learning environments and teaching in order
to eliminate obstacles for language development,

» analyse and problematise the relation between linguistic awareness and continued
writing and reading development,

« independently map out and assess children’s and pupils” language and linguistic
awareness i order to identify special educational needs in their learning
environment.



Content

This course discusses children’s and pupils” language and conceptual development at
different levels (phonology, vocabulary, morphology. syntax and pragmatics). First- and
second-language learning, multiingualism and language difficulties are studied. The
course also discusses children’s and pupils’ linguistic awareness, especially their
phonological awareness, and its importance for writing and reading development. The
students develop the abilitv to independently map out and assess children’s and pupils’
language and conceptual development and linguistic awareness in order to identify
special educational needs in the learning environment. The course also discusses the
characteristics of learning environments and teaching which stimulate language
development. The students develop the ability to independently map out and assess
learning environments and teaching m order to make them supporting of all children’s
and pupils” language and conceptual development.

Professional basis and professional progression

The course introduces the students to basic theories. methoeds and research n the field
of language. writing and reading development, in relation to their future careers as
special needs teachers. The importance of evidence-based teaching is problematised.
Through practical field work in the pedagogical field, the students develops a foundation
to develop their professional identity as a special needs teacher.

Scientific approach and scientific progression

The students develop their knowledge of and skills in academic data collection (open and
structured interviews and observations), data analysis and academic writing in relation to
their future careers as special needs teachers. The students develop an ethical approach
to academic work and to working as special needs teachers. The students also have the
opportunity to reflect on and problematise their own and others” professional work on
the basis of national and mternational research.

Type of Instruction

Teaching is delivered in the form of lectures and seminars on campus as well as online
lectures and teaching material Much of the teaching is based on the students™ own
knowledge development, mdividually and in groups, which requires the students’
participation in seminars and presentations.

Examination

The course is assessed with the grades Fail (U), Pass (G) or Pass with Distinction
(VG).

In order to receive the grade of Pass, the student must achieve the intended learning
outcomes.

The course is examined through written assignments and oral seminar assignments. The
performance of the individual student is always assessed.

For students who do not pass the first examinations, retake examinations are provided in
accordance with local regulations at the university.

Course Evaluation

At the end of the course, a course evaluation is conducted. Results and analysis of the
course evaluation are commumnicated to the students who have taken the course and the
students who are taking the course when it 1s offered the next time.

The evaluation is anonymous.

Credit Overlap

The course cannot be included in a degree along with the following courses of which the
content fully, or partly, corresponds to the content of this course: The course overlaps
with 4PP112 Special support in language development I 5 credits.
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