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Objectives

The overall aitn of the course is that students shall develop their scientific and
professional skills. They shall also deepen their knowledge of methods for research and
evaliation within the field of special education. Models for scientific knowledge
production are introduced and the course is a preparation for the degree project.

After completing the course, students shall be able to:

» critically analyse and take a stand on different research perspectives in the light
of history of ideas

« independently identify, analyse and value theoretical perspectives, choice of
method and research ethical views on some scientific studies in the field of
special education

» on the basis of given presentations of problems, ndependently choose and
motivate appropriate, possible theoretical and methodical wavs of approach with
presented research ethical considerations

« formulate a purpose and a limited presentation of a problem possible to research,
relevant to the special educational practice

« independently and on the basis of a scientific approach, plan a pilot study and
argue for the choices made

» describe the function and general principles of evaluation and the link to
systematic quality work



Content
The course consists of the following components:

different research perspectives in the light of the history of ideas
scientific theories and analysis tools

scientific methods on the basis of quantitative and qualitative approach
research ethics

definition of purpose and problem

pilot study

evaluation and systematic quality work

Type of Instruction
Teaching is conducted in the form of lectures, seminars, and work and discussions in

groups. The extent of the compulsory course components is given in the study
guidelines.

Examination

The course is assessed with the grades Fail (17). Pass (G) or Pass with Distinction
(VG).

The students' knowledge development and learning is expressed through written and oral
communication where ICT is a tool used. Knowledge, understanding, skills and abilities
are continuously tested on the basis of the course objectives. A more detailed
specification of the examination methods and assessment criteria is given in the course
study guide. Irrespective of examination method, it is the individual student's
performances that are assessed and graded. In order to receive a grade of Pass, the
course objectives must be attained.

Course Evaluation

After completing the course, a course evaluation is carried out, which is compiled in
writing and presented to the students. The course evaliation is conducted anonvmously.
The results are presented to the departments in question and to the programme council
concerned, and are later filed by the course coordinating department.
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