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Prerequisites
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Objectives
The course gives the student knowledge to choose and apply different communication 
tools for environmental risks from a scientific perspective. 
 
Upon completion of the course, the student will be able to: 
 
- in detail describe the concept of environmental risk communication; 
- in detail describe risk perception and attitudes to environmental risks, and the 
relationship between these two concepts; 
- analyse the importance of attitudes connected to trust and credibility; 
- discuss and analyse the role of media in environmental risk communication; 
- discuss and suggest strategies for environmental risk communication within 
authorities, companies and organisations; 
- apply ethical considerations; 
- analyse the implementation of catastrophe and crisis management within authorities, 
companies and organisations, and 
- suggest how communication of uncertainty and risks in quantitative environmental 
risk assessments can be improved.



Content
- Definitions within risk communication. 
- Risk perception. 
- Attitudes. 
- Communication plan. 
- Trust and credibility. 
- The role of media. 
- Risk communication within agencies, companies and organisations. 
- Catastrophes and crisis management. 
- Communication of uncertainty and risk estimates in quantitative risk assessments. 
- Case studies. 
- Research Ethics.

Type of Instruction
The teaching consists of lectures and seminars. Participation in the seminars is 
mandatory.

Examination
The course is assessed with the grades Fail (U), Pass (G) or Pass with Distinction (VG). 
 
As examination task, the students write and present a report with an example on how to 
communicate environmental risks. The report presentation is performed both written 
and orally at the end of the course (Internet seminars). 
 
Examination criteria to pass the course are defined by the Objectives (see above).

Course Evaluation
During the implementation of the course or in close connection to the course a course 
evaluation is to be carried out. Result and analysis of the course evaluation is to be 
presented as feedback both to the students who have completed the course and to the 
students who are to participate on the course the next time it is offered. The course 
evaluation is to be carried out anonymously.

Other
The course is web-based with one or two obligatory meetings in Kalmar. 
The course participants need access to Internet.
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