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Prerequisites
General entry requirements for studies at the second level and 90 credits in the
humanities or social sciences (including an independent project of at least 15 credits).
English B/English 6 or the equivalent

Objectives
After completing the course, the student should be able to:
l

l
l
l

l

discuss how methods in the humanities and social sciences are manifested in an
academic thesis,
account for the different parts of a Master’s thesis and their relation,
present a plan for their own thesis,
account for and apply critical collection of data and information, account for the
importance of different methods to solve specific research questions, analytically
explain the relation between argument, analyses and conclusions in an academic
project,
independently identify and evaluate different perspectives and experiences in
historical and contemporary documentation, focusing on colonial and postcolonial
contexts.

Content
This course discusses methods in the humanities and the social sciences, focusing on
postcolonial perspectives, with the aim of the students developing knowledge necessary
to identify and accumulate new information, analyse and assess complex phenomena
and descriptions, and draw conclusions correctly in an advanced academic analysis. The
students practise their ability to work with literary texts and nonwritten sources in
historical and contemporary material. The course includes practise in planning and
conducting field work in which knowledge of observation and conversation as methods
are crucial, as well as the importance of spoken communication, relations and memory
when collecting material.
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The course is organised so that different parts and requirements of the thesis work are
covered in different parts of the course and the students are challenged to reflect on
ethical aspects and their own role in the work. The students formulate their own thesis
plans.

Type of Instruction
Teaching is delivered in the form of seminars.

Examination
The course is assessed with the grades A, B, C, D, E, Fx or F.
The course is examined continuously through written assignments and oral presentations
in seminars. If a student misses or fails a seminar, the examiner may allow the student
to supplement this through a written assignment. The grade A is the highest grade and
the grade E is the lowest grade for passing the course. The grade F means that the
student’s performance is assessed as failed. Assessment criteria for the A–F scale are
communicated to the students in a separate document. The students are informed about
the assessment criteria when the course starts, at the latest.
If the university has decided that a student has the right to special educational support
due to a disability, the examiner may offer an adapted test or allow the student to
conduct the test in an alternative form.

Course Evaluation
At the end of the course, a course evaluation is conducted. Results and analysis of the
course evaluation are communicated to the students who have taken the course.
Students who are taking the course when it is offered the next time are informed of the
results at the start of the course. The evaluation is anonymous.
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