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Objectives
After completing the course, the student should be able to:

identify and explain causes for and consequences of colonial industrial 
production and appropriation of natural resources, as well as consequences for 
the relation between humans and nature,

•

demonstrate skills in analysing the formation of peripheral resource areas in 
colonial and postcolonial societies,

•

critically reflect on location and perspective in understanding the relation 
between humans and nature.

•

Content
The course targets the historical processes and social consequences of ecological 
transformations in flora, fauna, and environment due to the introduction and growth of 
industrial production and global markets in the modern world. Specific attention is paid 



to the importance of location and perspective in assessing how the production of 
knowledge, the application of large-scale technical infrastructure, and the governance 
and legal regulation of nature affect the relation between humans and animals. The 
course juxtaposes and compares modern colonial conquests and postcolonial extractions 
in areas made into resource peripheries in Asia, Latin America, Europe, Southern 
Africa, and the Arctic. Students are challenged to make temporal and cross-continental 
connections.

Type of Instruction
Teaching is delivered in the form of seminars.

Examination
The course is assessed with the grades A, B, C, D, E, Fx or F. 
 
The course is examined through written assignments and oral seminar presentations. 
Reexamination is provided in the form of a written assignment or other assignment 
decided by the examiner. 
The grade A is the highest grade and the grade E is the lowest grade for passing the 
course. The grade F means that the student’s performance is assessed as failed. 
Assessment criteria for the A–F scale are communicated to the students in a separate 
document. The students are informed about the assessment criteria when the course 
starts, at the latest. 
 
If the university has decided that a student is entitled to special educational support due 
to a disability, the examiner may offer an adapted exam or allow the student to conduct 
the exam in an alternative way.

Course Evaluation
During or shortly after the course, a course evaluation is conducted. Results and 
analysis of the course evaluation are promptly communicated to the students who have 
taken the course. Students who are taking the course when it is offered the next time are 
informed of the results at the start of the course. The evaluation is anonymous.
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