
Dr: 2020/4380-3.1.2.2

Course syllabus
Faculty of Arts and Humanities

Department of Cultural Sciences

4HI491 Koloniala historier och postkolonial teori: samtidigheter som 
historisk metodologi, 7.5 credits
Colonial histories and postcolonial theory: concurrences as historical 
methodology

Main field of study
History

Subject Group
History

Level of classification
Second Level

Progression
A1N

Date of Ratification
Approved 2017-06-19 
Revised 2021-01-04 by Faculty of Arts and Humanities. Revised literature. 
The course syllabus is valid from spring semester 2021

Prerequisites
90 credits in history, history of ideas or equivalent historical science including a degree 
project of at least 15 credits or the equivalent and English 6.

Objectives
After completing the course, the student should be able to:

in writing account for different ways to present and write history which highlight 
a diversity of perspectives, and describe their strengths and weaknesses,

•

in writing discuss historical sources and methods and how these can be 
evaluated,

•

critically review various perspectives on history writing on colonialism,•
in writing demonstrate a concrete application of historical methods illustrating 
concurrences in historical narratives.

•

Content
This course discusses the challenges facing history writing when it comes to illustrating 
people’s varying experiences and stories, in particular those originating from European 



colonialism and expansion. Through a range of media are different historical 
perspectives and sources discussed. Postcolonial and decolonial critique of history 
writing is discussed from theoretical and historiographic perspectives, and after this the 
course focuses on colonial meetings in Sápmi, North America and Asia as concrete 
examples of stories illustrating challenges for practical history writing. Finally, the 
students have the opportunity to work with their own examples in in-depth studies.

Type of Instruction
Teaching is delivered in the form of compulsory seminars. The teaching is web-based.

Examination
The course is assessed with the grades Fail (U), Pass (G) or Pass with Distinction (VG). 
 
The course is examined continuously through compulsory participation in online 
seminars and a written paper. In order to receive the grade of Pass, the student must 
achieve the objectives. In order to receive the grade of Pass with Distinction, the 
student must demonstrate in-depth knowledge of and independence in identifying, 
answering and discussing research questions relevant to the course. 
 
For students who do not pass their first examinations, retake examinations are provided 
in accordance with local regulations at the university.

Course Evaluation
At the end of the course, a course evaluation is conducted. Results and analysis of the 
course evaluation are communicated to the students who have taken the course and the 
students who are taking the course when it is offered the next time. The evaluation is 
anonymous. The course evaluation is filed according to departmental regulations.
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