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Objectives
After completing the course, the student should be able to:

e discuss the elderly and ageing as a problem or an asset and how this has changed
over time,

e compare the situation of the elderly today to their situation in the late 19th
century,

¢ analyse the situation of the elderly from perspectives such as class, gender,
marital status, ethnicity and generation,

¢ discuss perspectives of ageing and citizenship.

Content

This course focuses on the elderly and ageing in terms of historical developments in
society, from the late 19th century until today. The course discusses perspectives on the
elderly and ageing on both societal and individual levels.

The course consists of the following parts, which form the bases of problematisation and
compulsory seminars:

1. The elderly and ageing as a problem/asset — cultural, social, economic and
political aspects.
2. Demography of the elderly — society structure and ageing.



3. The elderly and ageing from perspectives such as class, gender, marital status,
ethnicity and generation.
4. The right to a good life in old age? Ageing and citizenship.

Type of Instruction
The course consists of five compulsory seminars in which the course literature is
discussed and problematised. In connection to each seminar the student writes a paper.

Examination

The course is assessed with the grades Fail (U), Pass (G) or Pass with Distinction
(VG).

The course is examined through active participation in seminars and papers related to
the course literature. In order to receive the grade of Pass (G), the student must
independently discuss the theme for each seminar based on the course literature, and
actively participate in discussions of other participants’ contributions.

Course Evaluation

At the end of the course, a course evaluation is conducted and compiled into a report,
which is made available to students and filed and stored according to departmental
regulations.
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