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Prerequisites
1GN401 Perspectives on the Teacher Assignment and the School in Society - Pre-
school Classand Year 1-3
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or the equivalent.

Objectives

The aim of the course is to degpen the knowledge and competence in assessment,
grades and systematic quality activities for work within preschool aswell as primary
school years 1-6.



After completing the course, students shall, on the basis of policy documents and
research, be able to:

« analyse and critically discuss assessment methods applied by teachers,

* problematise assessment and grading in terms of sociohistorical and cultural
phenomena,

« critically review the aims and implications of assessment and grading at the
individual, group and social level,

» explain the function and basis of evaluation and systematic quality work within
society and in particular within the educational system,

« on the basis of the principles of systematic quality work, demonstrate the ability
to critically examine methods of evaluation within the educational system.

Content

The course discusses the educational system's assessment and grading criteriafrom a
historical and societal point of view, in parallel with observing national regulations and
guidelines with regard to |UP (individual development plans), written assessments,
national tests and grading. The course includes examination and problematisation of the
various functions of assessment, the assessment methods applied by teachers based on
current objectives and grading criteria and criteriafor assessment of knowledge with
regard to the rule of law, equivalence and ethical dilemmas. Such examinations are aso
put in relation to national aswell as international research. The importance and function
of evaluation and devel opment work within the educational system and society are also
put into perspective, aswell as the implications of the governance of the educational
system in relation to evaluation and development work. The principles of systematic
quality activitiesin terms of follow-up, evaluation and development on the basis of a
disciplinary foundation are discussed, as well as compilation, analysis and assessment
of various documents. Thisis also discussed from a problematization perspective, at the
individual, group, organisational and societal level aswell asin terms of collegial
learning.

Professional Basis and Professional Progression

Assessment is considered a didactic core competence which is dependent on the
teacher's subject knowledge, assessment abilities and communication skills. Within the
scope of the course, students develop an understanding of the methods of assessment
applied by teachers and how assessment is performed in various situations. The course
isalso aimed at deepening the students' awareness and ability to critically review these
methods of assessment including documentation, analysis and converting the
assessments into knowledge assessments, formative as well as summative. Students are
also expected to devel op an understanding of the teachers' possibilities and limitations
in their assignment involving evaluation and development of their teaching and the
school activities. The methods of teaching promote for instance the devel opment of
professional communication skillsin terms of a critical and democratic competence,
where students through descriptions, presentations, analyses and critical questions are
given the opportunity to discuss the course content in relation to the activities and
professional practices for which the education is intended.

Scientific Approach and Scientific Progression

The aim of the course is to deepen the scientific approach with special regard to the
basis (quantitative as well as qualitative) and qualities of assessment (reliability and
validity), aswell as on the basis of reflection and critical examination of research
findings on assessment and quality work. Furthermore, the scientific views on
professional development work is also degpened, particularly as regards collegial



learning.

Type of Instruction
Teaching is conducted in the form of lectures, seminars, and afield study.

Examination
The course is assessed with the grades Fail (U), Pass (G) or Pass with Distinction (VG).

Examination of the courseis carried out by means of an individual written take-home
exam comprising 4 credits (objective 1-3), and an oral presentation comprising 3.5
credits (objective 4-5).

In order to receive a grade of Pass, the course objectives must be fulfilled. In order to
receive a grade of Pass with Distinction, the individual written examination must be
graded as Pass with Distinction.

A retake of the examination is provided in accordance with the Local Regulations for
First-Cycle and Second-Cycle Courses and Examination at Linnaeus University.

Should the university determine that a student is entitled to special educational support
due to impairment, the examiner may provide the student with an adapted test or the
student may carry out the examination in an alternative way.

Course Evaluation

A course evaluation is carried out either during or at the end of the course. Results and
analysis of the evaluation are presented to the students who have completed the course
aswell asto new students at the following course date. The course evaluation is
conducted anonymously.

Other

This course isincluded in the Primary Teacher Programme

Required Reading and Additional Study Material

Hirsh, Asa (Latest edition). Formativ undervisning: Utveckla klassrumspraktiker med
larandet i fokus. Stockholm: Natur & kultur. (152 pages)

Hakansson, Jan (Latest edition). Systematiskt kvalitetsarbete i forskola, skola och
fritidshem: strategier och metoder. Lund: Studentlitteratur (173 pages)

Klapp, Alli (Latest edition). Bedémning, betyg och larande. Lund: Studentlitteratur
(190 pages)

Lindberg, Viveka, Eriksson, Inger & Pettersson, Astrid (Eds.) (Latest edition). Lérares
beddmningsarbete; forutsattningar, villkor, agens. Stockholm: Natur & kultur. (210

pages)

Scientific publications (approx. 200 pages) and current policy documents (approx. 200
pages) aso included.



