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Objectives
The general aim of the course is to problematize the special educational field of 
knowledge on the basis of different theoretical and practical perspectives. The course is 
also aimed at helping the students to develop their special educational knowledge and 
competence based on a relational perspective, and together with other people involved 
be able to support all children's and pupils' learning and development in preschool class, 
extended school and primary school educational activities. 
 
After completing the course, students shall be able to:

communicate knowledge of learning and its conditions in order to create 
opportunities for an equal education for all children's and pupils' knowledge and 
social development

•

account for different special educational perspectives and their theoretical bases 
related to the teaching profession's educational mission in order to be able to 

•



acknowledge all pupils' differences in the educational setting
critically examine inclusion and exclusion processes in the educational setting by 
identifying these on the basis of the social, organisational, group as well as the 
individual level

•

describe different disabilities on the basis of a learning and participatory 
perspective

•

account for the role of the teacher with regard to professional ethical guidelines 
and official responsibility in the work with children who are ill-treated or at risk 
of being ill-treated

•

in general terms, account for the organisational responsibility with regard to 
cooperation with other professions in terms of the mission to document and 
critically review educational efforts intended for children and pupils in need of 
special support.

•

Content
The course illustrates the special educational area of competence on the basis of 
different theoretical and practical perspectives. The course discusses the conditions of 
learning and its possibilites to contribute to an equal education for all children and 
pupils on the basis of a relational approach. Special educational activities within the 
educational practice are studied on the basis of spatial, social and didactic aspects, in 
order to be able to implement equal conditions in the education. 
 
Special educational perspectives are problematized, and possibilities to prevent and 
eliminate difficulties in the education are examined and evaluated. Documentation and 
the work with action programmes are handled and analysed with the aim to promote 
increased fulfillment of the intended learning outcomes for pupils in need of special 
support. The course also emphasises interprofessional cooperation concerning children 
who are ill-treated or at risk of being ill-treated. Furthermore, different disabilities and 
their educational consequences are also illustrated. 
 
Current research findings are highlighted and their educational impact is communicated 
in relation to the professional practice based on professional linguistic and ethical 
aspects in an organisation intended for everyone. 
 
Professional Basis and Professional Progression 
Students are given assignments that require systematic testing in relation to the practical 
work in educational activities and current research findings. In this education, theory 
and practice are linked together through a view on perspectives and didactic reflection 
in order to promote professional skills. Increased self-awareness, professional linguistic 
development and professional ethical awareness are promoted through critically 
reflective discussions in small as well as in large groups. 
 
Scientific Approach and Scientific Progression 
During the course, students conduct information searches and make selections of 
current research findings in relation to the special educational area of competence. The 
aim of this assignment is to regocnise the scientific research process and learn how to 
critically and independently make use of, systematize, and critically reflect on relevant 
research findings and communicate their importance in relation to the educational 
activities.

Type of Instruction
Teaching takes place in the form of lectures, group work and seminars.

Examination



The course is assessed with the grades Fail (U), Pass (G) or Pass with Distinction (VG). 
 
Examination of the course takes place by means of two seminars, one workshop, one 
written group assignment, one written pair assignment, and one individual reflection 
assignment and oral examination. 
 
In order to receive a grade of Pass in the course, the course objectives must be attained. 
 
To be awarded a grade of Pass with Distinction in the entire course, it is required that 
the oral examination Special educational knowledge and competence is assessed as Pass 
with Distinction. 
 
A retake of the examination is provided in accordance with the Local Regulations for 
First-Cycle and Second-Cycle Courses and Examination at Linnaeus University. 
 
Should the university determine that a student is entitled to special educational support 
due to impairment, the examiner may provide the student with an adapted test or the 
student may carry out the examination in an alternative way.

Course Evaluation
A course evaluation is carried out either during or at the end of the course. Results and 
analysis of the evaluation are presented to the students who have completed the course 
as well as to new students at the following course date. The course evaluation is 
conducted anonymously.

Credit Overlap
The course cannot be included in a degree along with the following course/courses of 
which the content fully, or partly, corresponds to the content of this course: 1GN211 
Special Education for Primary Teachers, 7.5 credits.

Other
Any additional costs that may arise in connection with the course are paid for by the 
students themselves. The course is included in the Primary Teacher Programme.
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