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Objectives
The aim of the course is to deepen the knowledge and comptence in assessment, grades
and systematic quality activities for work in preschool and primary school vears 1-6.

After completing the course, students shall be able to:

» demonstrate advanced knowledge of the policy documents with regard to
assessment and grading

« construct and cntically review different assessment situations and examinations,
with formative as well as summative purposes

» demonstrate the ability to analyse, assess and grade pupils' learning and
development

» critically review and problematize assessment and grading on the basis of social
and ethical aspects, such as in terms of diversity and gender aspects

» demonstrate a deeper understanding of the basis, importance and function of
evaluation and systematic quality work within the educational system and society

» demonstrate a deeper understanding of the management of the activities and in
what ways this may be related to the educational system's evaluation and
systematic quality work

» on the basis of the principles of systematic quality work and disciplinary
foundation, demonstrate the ability to independently plan. manage, evaliate,
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document and develop the educational activities.

Content

The course discusses the educational system's assessment and grading system in a
historical societal and international perspective in parallel with obhserving the national
regulations and guidelines with regard to individual development plans (IUP). written
assessments, national tests and grading. The course also includes practice in reviewing
and constructing assessment situations and examinations on the basis of the current
mtended learning outcomes and knowledge requirements, and with regard to the ethical
dilemmas that may occur at assessment and grading. Assessment situations and
examinations are also put in relation to the research on distinctions between formative
and summative assessment. Research ilustrating gender and diversity issues in
connection with assessment and grading is also discussed.

The course addresses the views on the importance and function of evaluation and
development work within the educational system and in society, as well as the
consequences of the educational system regulations i relation to evaluation and
development work. Furthermore, the principles of systematic quality work in terms of
follow-up, evalation and development on scientific basis, as well as compilation,
analysis and assessment of different bases are discussed. Different kinds of evaliation
approaches, development work and documentation are discussed in the course on the
basis of the individual group, organisational and societal perspectives, as well as in terms
of collegial cooperation and learning. The link to the professional practice is
strengthened through teaching practice.

Professional Basis and Professional Progression

Assessment is considered a core competence depending on the teacher's subject
knowledge, assessment ability and communicative skills. Within the scope of the course,
students develop their didactic competence, communicative skills and awareness of and
ability to critically review their own didactic perspective with regard to preunderstanding
and subjectively supported quality views. Assessment and grading are aspects
associated with great responsibilities. Students are expected to develop their ability to
use different assessment methods based on current research. They are also expected to
develop their knowledge and skills with regard to documenting, analysing and
transforming the assessments into knowledge assessments, formative as well as
summative. The link to the professional practice is strengthened through teaching
practice.

Scientific Approach and Scientific Progression

The aim is to deepen the scientific approach with special regard to the basis
{quantitative as well as qualitative) and qualities of assessment (reliability and validity),
as well as on the basis of reflection and critical review of research findings on
assessment and quality work. Furthermore, the scientific views on professional
development work are also deepened. particularly as regards collegial cooperation and
learning.

Type of Instruction

Teaching is conducted in the form of lectures, seminars and group assignments related
to the teaching practice. The forms of instruction support for instance the development
of professional communicative skills as a critical and democratic competence where the
students through descriptions, presentations, analyses and critical questions develop their
ability to process the course content in relation to the activities and professional
practices for which the education is intended.

Examination

The course is assessed with the grades Fail (U), Pass (G) or Pass with Distinction
(VG).

The students' knowledge development and learning are expressed through written and
oral communication. and knowledge. understanding and skills are contimuously tested on



the basis of the educational objectives. Examinations are carried out through an
ndividual written examination and a creative element. Irrespective of examination
method, it 15 the individual student's performances that are assessed and graded. In
order to receive a grade of Pass, the course objectives must be fulfilled. In order to
receive a grade of Pass with Distinction, the individual written examination must be
graded as Pass with Distinction.

Course Evaluation

A course evaliation is carred out in writing after the course is completed. The
evaluation is compiled and filed at the department. The results are presented to the
students who have completed the course and to the students at the following course
date, together with anv measures taken.

Other

This course is mcluded in the Primary Teacher Programme.
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Current material from Skolverket on assessment and grading and systematic quality
work, ca 150 pages.
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