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Objectives
After completing the course, the student should be able to:

e cxplain and discuss the relationship between language and gender, age, class and
ethnicity, as well as language and power,

e in an idiomatically correct manner and with good a good artistic sense and sense
of genre, write scientific texts,

e cxplain and discuss historical processes of change such as grammaticalization,
pragmaticalization and lexicalization,

e identify patterns in linguistic data and formulate generalizations on the data that
demonstrate variation and change,

¢ discuss and evaluate the concepts of standard language and geographic social
varieties,

¢ independently identify and formulate questions that deal with linguistic changes
and variation,

e conduct simple but independently formulated research tasks that deal with
linguistic changes and variation,

¢ independently evaluate and discuss academic texts that deal with linguistic
changes and variation as well as reflect on the theory, methods and materials in
the texts.

Content



The course deals with linguistic changes in both written and oral language. Syntactical,
semantic, morphological, phonetic, phonological and pragmatic changes and variation are
discussed in relation to different theoretical positions. During the course, students will
study and test different theories and methods by conducting minor investigations.

Type of Instruction

Teaching and instruction methods include lectures, seminars, group exercises and
individual or group tutoring. Teaching includes ICT-based methods. For specific
technical requirements for each course date, see the course homepage.

Attendance is mandatory at the meetings marked as seminars on the course schedule.

Examination

The course is assessed with the grades Fail (U), Pass (G) or Pass with Distinction
(VG).

Student grades for the course are Fail, Pass or Pass with Distinction.

In order to receive the grade of Pass, the expected learning outcomes must be achieved.
Examination and grading is based on written and oral assignments throughout the
course.

Course Evaluation

Teaching is evaluated throughout the course. A written course evaluation is carried out
at the end of the course. The evaluation is compiled, reviewed with the students and
archived according to departmental protocol.
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