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Prerequisites
90 credits including an independent project of 15 credits in a subject in the humanities 
or the social sciences or the equivalent. You also need English 6 or English, level 2.
 
Objectives
After completing the course, the student should be able to: 

account for how the concept of race has arisen in the intersection of colonial 
expansions, the modern nation state and modern science,

•



reflect on contemporary scholarly discussions of why human races do not exist,•

define and use central theoretical concepts in the humanities and the social 
sciences concerning race in relation to political strategies for using and 
controlling the human body,

•

critically analyse how the race concept is involved in processes of identity and 
politics at different social and geographical scales, from local to national and 
transnational contexts,

•

critically analyse current issues and discussions on science and race, focusing 
especially on research on genetics and biological variation.

•

 
Content
This course discusses the origin of the modern concept of race, and how it has changed 
in the tension between politics and research, from the Enlightenment until today. 
Themes discussed include race as a symbolic system and as a personified identity. 
Historical and contemporary examples are compared to allow for reflections on how the 
concept of race has influenced processes of identity in various parts of the world. This 
entails an interdisciplinary perspective, focusing on the intersection of research in 
biological human osteology and humanistic critical analysis. A general theme discussed 
in the course is how the race concept has caused and continues to cause political 
tension, violence and inequality in a postcolonial world. 
 
Type of Instruction
Teaching is delivered in the form of lectures, discussion seminars and supervision. 
Teaching is delivered in English.
 
Examination
The course is assessed with the grades A, B, C, D, E or F. 
 
The course is examined through oral presentations, written assignments and an 
individual project. Retake examination takes the form of a written assignment or other 
assignement decided by the examiner. The grade A is the highest grade and the grade E 
is the lowest grade for passing the course. The grade F means that the student’s 
performance is assessed as failed. Grading criteria for the A–F scale are communicated 
to the student in a separate document when the course starts, at the latest. 
 
If the university has decided that a student is entitled to special educational support due 
to a disability, the examiner may offer an adapted exam, or allow the student to conduct 
the exam in an alternative way.
 
Course Evaluation
During or shortly after the course, a course evaluation is conducted. Results and 
analysis of the course evaluation are communicated to the students who have taken the 
course. Students who are taking the course when it is offered the next time are informed 
of the results at the start of the course. The evaluation is anonymous.
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