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Prerequisites
BA in any area of Heritage Studies or related subjects.

Objectives
After completing the course, the student will be able to:

» account for various ways in which heritage is related to the future,

» compare and contrast different strategies of planning for a sustainable future in
relation to specific examples of heritage management.

» exemplify how heritage may contribute to creating more sustainable societies.



Content

It is often claimed that heritage is to be preserved for the benefit of future generations.
In this course, we study the underlying assumptions as well as implications for making
heritage management and the surrounding society more sustamable. The course
addresses the following issues:

- How are heritage and future-thinking connected with each other?

- What does it mean to preserve heritage for the benefit of future generations?

- How can we plan for the future in present-day heritage management?

- How might future society be improved through heritage and become more sustainable?

The course starts with an mtroduction to how contemporary heritage practices have an
impact on the fiture. We also discuss how the way we perceive the future in the
present has an impact on how heritage is managed. We then critically evaluate the
status quo in thinking about the future in the preservation, conservation, management,
staging interpretation and contemporary uses of heritage. We present and discuss how
perceptions of the future mform specific strategies in heritage management and explore
emerging ways of thinking how heritage as a tool can contribute to planning for more
sustainable societies in the future. The main emphasis lies on tangible cultural heritage
but intangible and natural heritage will be discussed as well. Specific case-studies
nclude World Heritage Sites such as the Bamivan Buddhas in Afshanistan and the
Acropolis of Athens in Greece, and issues to do with reconstruction in post-war Syria.
The course draws directly on the work of the UNESCO Chair on Heritage Futures at
Linnaeus University.

Type of Instruction
Teaching is in the form of lectures and individual supervision. Teaching resources will be
made available on an on-line learning platform.

Examination
The course is assessed with the grades A B.C. D_E. Fx or F.
Examination is by written hand-in tasks and presentations.

The grade A constitutes the highest grade on the scale and the remaining grades follow
in descending order where the grade E is the lowest grade on the scale that will result in
a pass. The grade F means that the student’s performance is assessed as fail For
students who do not pass the first examinations, retake examinations are provided in
accordance with local regulations at the university.

Course Evaluation

At the end of the course, a course evaluation is conducted. Results and analysis of the
course evaluation are communicated to the students who have taken the course and the
students who are taking the course when it 1s offered the next time. The evaluation is
anonymous. The course evaluation is filed according to departmental regulations.

Other

Grade critenia for the A—F scale are communicated to the student through a special
document. The student is to be informed about the grade criteria for the course by the
start of the course at the latest.
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