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Prerequisites
Admission to the course requires completed courses in Sociology 1-60 credits, or the
equivalent.

Objectives
After completing the course, students should be able to:

« demonstrate advanced knowledge of the application of sociological theories,

« clarify the importance of theory to research issue, method, empiricism and
analysis,

 independently analyse social phenomena,

» evaluate and reflect critically on available methods and apply a method rel evant
to their own study,

« independently plan and conduct an empirical study based on a defined
sociological research issue,

» apply sociological theoriesin connection with the working life,

« actively take part in the activities at aworkplace,

» present sociologically relevant observations made at a workplace.

Module 1 The craft of Theoretical Sociology 7.5
Upon completion of the module, students should be able to:



« describe and explain the purpose of the different partsincluded in a scientific
study (i.e. outline),

* identify and explain how theory is applied in scientific sociological studies and
be able to describe different methods and techniques for the use of theorizing in
sociological studies,

» develop sociologicaly supported research issues within the chosen area,

« criticaly process and summarise previous research in the chosen area.

Module 2 Sociological Analysis 7.5
Upon completion of the module, students should be able to:

 evaluate and reflect critically on the available methods and apply a method
relevant to their own study,
« independently carry out a sociological analysis of given material.

Module 3 Preparation of internship 7.5
Upon completion of the module, students should be able to:

« independently analyse social phenomena,

 evaluate and reflect critically on the available methods and apply a method
relevant to their own study,

« apply sociological theoriesin connection with the working life.

Module 4 I nternship 7.5
Upon completion of the module, students should be able to:

 actively take part in the activities at a workplace,
« present sociologically relevant observations made at a workplace.

Content
The course consists of four modules.

Module 1 The craft of Theoretical Sociology 7.5 credits

The aim of the module is for students to orientate themselves in and become aware of
how theories are used in al parts of the scientific study, from introduction and problem
definition to discussion and conclusions, and the importance of being abletoin a
creative manner apply theorizing in the completion of al the parts.

The modul e focuses on deepening the understanding of the relation between research
issue, theory, method and empiricism in order to by this gain knowledge of the
importance of al the different partsincluded in a scientific study. Through lectures,
seminars and workshops, the students are given the opportunity to practice how to 1)
identify a problem area/social phenomenon and describe this by creative observations
as well asthrough previous research, 2) define 2-3 research issues with different
orientations within the chosen problem area/social phenomenon, applying different
sociological theories and concepts, 3) write an initial research overview developing the
issues relevant to the chosen field. Additionally, in 4) isincluded being able to analyse
empirical research publications and/or master theses in sociology in order to become
aware of the outline and the included elements of a scientific study.



Module 2 Sociological Analysis 7.5 credits

The aim of the module is to provide knowledge of and skillsin sociological analysis.
The module consists of two parts, where the first part presents a sel ection of
sociological analysis methods of a quantitative as well as a qualitative nature. The
possibilities as well as limitations of different analysis methods and their
appropriatenessin relation to aresearch issues are looked into. The second part of the
module is aimed at enhancing the students' practical skills. The students choose to
engage in studying either qualitative or quantitative data and practice how to plan and
conduct analyses of the same.

Module 3 Preparation of internship 7.5 credits

The module is a preparation for the internship, where the studentsin writing shall
evaluate and describe the placement in relation to social aswell as organisational
factors. The aim of the course isto provide the students with the tools required to
examine, problematize and present sociologically relevant conditions at the workplace,
aswell asimprove the conditions of a mutually rewarding placement period.

Module 4 I nternship 7.5 credits

The key element in this module is the realisation of the internship. The contents of the
internship shall be of sociological relevance and are determined in consultation between
the student, the course coordinator and a representative from the placement.

Type of Instruction
Teaching consists of lectures, group exercises, supervision, seminars and internship.

Examination
The course is assessed with the grades Fail (U), Pass (G) or Pass with Distinction (VG).

Examination of module 1, The craft of Theoretical Sociology, takes place by means of
two individual written assignments and through participation in practical sessions. In
order to receive a grade of Pass in the module, the objectives must be attained. For a
grade of Passwith Distinction in the module, the grade of Pass with Distinction is
required for the two written assignments.

Examination of module 2, Sociological Analysis, takes place by means of one
individual written assignment, one individual analysis report and through participation
in practical sessions. In order to receive a grade of Pass in the module, the objectives
must be attained. For a grade of Pass with Distinction in the module, the grade of Pass
with Distinction isrequired for analysis report.

Examination of module 3, Preparation of Internship, takes place by means of one
individual written report and one oral presentation. In order to receive agrade of Passin
the module, the objectives must be attained. For a grade of Pass with Distinction in the
module, the grade of Pass with Distinction is required for the written report.

Examination of module 4, Internship, takes place by means of completing the
internship which is reported in written descriptive weekly reports during the final two
weeks of the internship. The module is assessed by the grades of Fail or Pass. In order
to Pass the module, the objectives must be attained.

Linguistic skills are evaluated and included in the assessment of all the written
examinations.



In order to receive agrade of Passin the entire course, at |east the grade of Passis
required for all the examination assignments in the modules. To be awarded afinal
grade of Pass with Distinction in the entire course, it is required that at least 50% of the
modules are assessed as Pass with Distinction.

A retake of the examination is provided in accordance with the Local Regulations for
First-Cycle and Second-Cycle Courses and Examination at Linnaeus University.

Should the university determine that a student is entitled to special educational support
due to impairment, the examiner may provide the student with an adapted test or the
student may carry out the examination in an alternative way.

Course Evaluation

A course evaluation is carried out either during or at the end of the course. Results and
analysis of the evaluation are presented to the students who have completed the course,
aswell asto new students at the following course date. The course evaluation is
conducted anonymously.

Other
The courseis only held for students studying the Sociology Programme at the Linnaeus
University.

Required Reading and Additional Study Material
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Rienecker, Lotte., Stray Jargensen, Peter. (Latest edition). Att skriva en bra uppsats.
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the context of discovery. Theory and Society, 41(1), 1-40
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List of references Module 2 - Saciological Analysis 7.5 credits
Fekjaer, Silje Bringsrud (2016). Att tolka och forsta statistik. Malmao: Gleerups. 96 p.
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