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Objectives
The aim of the course is for students to develop knowledge of the reading and writing 
process, development and difficulties, and dyslexia. Students shall also be able to 
critically examine tests, diagnostic activities and action programmes. During the course, 
students shall demonstrate an approach in line with current ethical regulations and 
policy documents. The aim of the course is also for students to develop a scientific and 
professional approach to the educational practice. 
 
After completing the course, students shall be able to: 

account for the relation between linguistic awareness and reading and writing 
development

•

implement theoretical special educational knowledge of the reading and writing •



process in the practical activities

formulate the causes and consequences of reading and writing difficulties and 
dyslexia

•

on the basis of applied knowledge of testing theories and methods, critically 
examine tests and diagnostic activities

•

analyse and prevent reading and writing difficulties at the organisational and 
group level

•

put reading and writing difficulties in contrast with Swedish as difficulties in a 
second language and difficulties in English and mathematics

•

critically examine action programmes concerning reading and writing difficulties 
and dyslexia

•

 
Content
The course contains the following components: 

linguistic awareness•

the process, learning and development of reading and writing from a special 
educational perspective

•

reading comprehension from different perspectives•

causes and consequences of reading and writing difficulties and dyslexia from an 
interdisciplinary perspective

•

testing theories and methods•

analysis of reading and writing difficulties at the organisational and group level•

analysis and consequences of screening and surveys at the group level•

Swedish as a second language, difficulties in English as a foreign language and 
difficulties in mathematics in relation to reading and writing difficulties

•

action programmes•

alternative tools for the language, reading and writing development•

 
Type of Instruction
Teaching is based on the students' professional practice as well as on theories and 
policy documents. The course is given as a combination of web-based and on-campus 
teaching. Scheduled teaching consists of lectures, seminars and projects in small 
groups. The extent of compulsory elements can be found in the study guidelines.
 
Examination
The course is assessed with the grades Fail (U), Pass (G) or Pass with Distinction (VG). 
 
Examination of the course takes place in seminars and by means of written and oral 
presentations of individual as well as group assignments. Whatever the examination 



method, it is the individual student's performance that is assessed. A specification of the 
examination methods is given in the study guidelines. In order to receive a grade of 
Pass in the course, the course objectives must be attained.
 
Course Evaluation
A course evaluation is carried out either during or at the end of the course. Results and 
analysis of the evaluation are presented to the students who have completed the course, 
as well as to new students at the following course date. The course evaluation is 
conducted anonymously. The results are presented to the departmental bodies and the 
programme council concerned.
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