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Prerequisites
At least 52.5 credits of passed courses within the main field of study, including a 
passing grade for the course 1MK609.

Objectives
After completing the course, the student should be able to

identify and compare different methodological approaches to each other•
account for the different parts of the research process•
plan and describe an academic study focusing on qualitative content analysis, 
conversational interviews, and focus group discussions

•

contrast different paths to knowledge, as well as applicable methods within the 
field of media and communication studies

•

make research-ethical assessments in relation to qualitative data collection and 
analysis

•

discuss the significance of research from a societal perspective, for instance, in 
relation to gender, sustainability and diversity, in academic research.

•



Content
The course provides students with advanced knowledge and skills that are needed to 
conduct an empirical study adhering to general academic standards.The difference 
between academic knowledge and other kinds of assumed knowledge is discussed, as 
are the practical prerequisites for choosing an appropriate research design. 
 
The course focuses in particular on qualitative methods for data collection and analysis. 
Taking a qualitative approach to method, the course teaches basic skills in planning and 
conducting qualitative content analyses, conversational interviews, and focus group 
discussions, as well as in analysing empirical data, collected using these methods. The 
course also introduces biometrical analysis as a research method.

Type of Instruction
Teaching is delivered through lectures, exercises and seminars.

Examination
The course is assessed with the grades Fail (U), Pass (G) or Pass with Distinction (VG). 
 
The course is examined through written and oral examination elements. 
 
In order to receive the grade of Pass, the student must achieve the objectives. Grading 
criteria for the grade of Pass with Distinction will be specified in writing when the 
course starts. 
 
If the university has decided that a student is entitled to special pedagogical support due 
to a disability, the examiner has the right to adapt the exam or to let the student conduct 
the exam in an alternative way. 
 
Resit examination is offered in accordance with Local regulations for courses and 
examination at the first and second-cycle level at Linnaeus University.

Course Evaluation
During or shortly after the course, a course evaluation should be conducted. The result 
and analysis of the course evaluation should be promptly communicated to the students 
who have taken the course. Students who are taking the course when it is offered the 
next time should be informed of the result at the course introduction. The course 
evaluation is anonymous.
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