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Prerequisites
At least 60 credits in social sciences or behavioural science, of which at least 30 credits 
in criminology.

Objectives
Upon completion of the course, students should be able to:

apply historical aspects to the contemporary understanding of crime as a 
historical and social phenomenon,

•

analyse critically how issues concerning social class, gender and ethnicity are 
related to how we have reacted to crime in the historical context,

•

adopt a critical approach to different traditions of theories in criminology based 
on a historical context,

•

describe and apply different concepts of method relevant to historical 
criminology,

•

historicize the development of crime and emphasise historical factors that have 
impacted the same,

•

problematise the historical development of the penal system based on issues 
concerning how state and society have been shaped over time.

•

Content



Reacting to and trying to punish deviant behaviour is a historical recurring fact in the 
history of humankind. The regulation and classification of deviant behaviour is an 
important factor in terms of how our society has looked like in the historical context. 
The aim of this course is to introduce historical criminology as a subject and how we 
can look into criminological issues based on a historical method and material. 
 
The course begins with an introduction to the historical method, covering issues on 
evaluation of sources, processing of material, contextualisation and period analysis, 
presented in relation to the issues within criminology. 
 
This i followed by looking into the development of crime in a historical context where 
we in more detail look into the question regarding what type of actions we choose to 
define as a crime and what types of crimes that have been addressed as problems at 
different points in time and why. 
 
The course is concluded by looking into the history of the penal system, where we will 
discuss the emergence of the present organisation of the Police, the development of 
prisons and other institutions used in the control and regulation of crime.

Type of Instruction
Teaching takes place in the form of lectures.

Examination
The course is assessed with the grades Fail (U), Pass (G) or Pass with Distinction (VG). 
 
Examination of the course objectives takes place by means of writing a paper 
comprising 10 credits and by participating in five seminars, comprising 5 credits. 
 
In order to receive a grade of Pass in the entire course, it is required that all the 
examination components are assessed as Pass. 
 
For a grade of Pass with Distinction in the course, it is required that the written 
assignment in the form of a paper is assessed by the grade of Pass with Distinction. 
 
A retake of the examination is provided in accordance with the Local Regulations for 
First-Cycle and Second-Cycle Courses and Examination at Linnaeus University. 
 
Should the university determine that a student is entitled to special educational support 
due to impairment, the examiner may provide the student with an adapted test or the 
student may carry out the examination in an alternative way.

Course Evaluation
A course evaluation is carried out either during or at the end of the course. Results and 
analysis of the evaluation are presented to the students who have completed the course 
as well as to new students at the following course date. The course evaluation is 
conducted anonymously.
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