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Prerequisites
At least 60 credits in social sciences or behavioural science, of which at least 30 credits 
in criminology.

Objectives
Upon completion of the course, students should be able to:

account for the relation between crime, law and society,•
describe the construction, content and organisation of law with special emphasis 
on criminal law,

•

account for the history and fundamental principles of the sociology of law,•
describe and apply legal method as well as method of sociology of law,•
define issues within criminology in relation to norms, legislation and case law,•
reason about the section of law that deals with crime and sentencing,•
analyse the law on the basis of fundamental principles of sociology of law,•
identify and define issues within criminology, law and sociology of law and 
describe the differences between these.

•

Content
One of the fundamental conditions of the focus on issues within criminology regarding 



crime and punishment is that there is a legislation in force that defines crime and inflicts 
a penalty, and a societal context in which the legislation is applied. The course 
discusses the point of intersection between law and society, particularly focusing on the 
social role of criminal law. The students' knowledge of the role of law is deepened by 
the application of the legal method. Fundamental principles and methods of sociology 
of law are also introduced as an enhanced and supplementary approach to issues within 
the field of criminology.

Type of Instruction
Teaching takes place in the form of lectures and workshops.

Examination
The course is assessed with the grades Fail (U), Pass (G) or Pass with Distinction (VG). 
 
Examination of the course takes place in the form of one individual take-home exam in 
legal method (5 credits), one individual take-home exam in theory and method of 
sociology of law (5 credits) and one group assignment in the form of a paper (5 credits). 
 
In order to receive a grade of Pass in the course, all three examinations require the 
grade of Pass. For a grade of Pass with Distinction in the course, at least two of the 
examinations require the grade of Pass with Distinction. 
 
A retake of the examination is provided in accordance with the Local Regulations for 
First-Cycle and Second-Cycle Courses and Examination at Linnaeus University. 
 
Should the university determine that a student is entitled to special educational support 
due to impairment, the examiner may provide the student with an adapted test or the 
student may carry out the examination in an alternative way.

Course Evaluation
A course evaluation is carried out either during or at the end of the course. Results and 
analysis of the evaluation are presented to the students who have completed the course 
as well as to new students at the following course date. The course evaluation is 
conducted anonymously.
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