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Objectives

The aim of the course is for students to gain advanced knowledge of femimist theory and
methods, and by engaging in practical exercises and empirical analyses learn how to
define, plan and conduct an independent research assignment. The objectives of each
module are specified below.

Module 1: Debate on Feminist Theory
TUpon completion of the module, students shall be able to:

» account for the key concepts and problems discussed within the field of feminist
theory

» compare and contrast various assumptions of feminist theory

+ identify and evaluate research problems based on the theoretical discussions and
concepts within the course.

Module 2: Metheds and Ethics within Research into the Field of Gender Studies
Upon completion of the module, students shall be able to:

» account for the main features of and the differences between various qualitative

research methods
+ demonstrate methodolooical skills tn annhed analeses of emmirical data
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. ]usttﬁ their choice of research method in relation to different research questions
» critically explain and apply ethical aspects of the research process.

Module 3: Independent Project

Upon completion of the module, students shall be able to:

» independently define a research problem within the field of gender studies

» plan carry out and present a study into the field of gender studies

s by the use of research methods, identify, gather and conduct analyses of
empirical data

« justify and problematize the outset and results of their own study

» critically review and in a constructive manner comment on other research

projects.

Content

The first-cycle course in gender studies will provide increased knowledge of feminist
theory and key concepts and phenomena. The ability to systematically analvse empirical
data is improved through increased knowledge of qualitative research methods and
practical exercises. Special emphasis is placed on the ethical aspects of research. An
independent project is structured and completed in the final module of the course.

Module 1 Debates on feminist theory 7.5 credifs

The module presents key theoretical approaches. concepts and contrasting perspectives
within femimst theory, on the basis of mnfluential academic debates. By study closely and
contextualize the debates, concepts and perspectives are looked upon in view of
contemporary and political contexts which are also put in relation to contemporary
challenges in society.

Module 2 Methods and ethics within research inte the field of gender studies 7.5
credits

The module provides advanced knowledge of qualitative methods and students will learn
how to apply these in order to answer research problems within the field of gender
studies. The main emphasis is placed on ethnographic methods and various kinds of
textual and discourse analysis, and the application of which is concretized through
exercises. Special emphasis is placed on the research ethical aspects.

Module 3 Independent project 15 credifs

The students shall define and carry out an independent project, which deepens the
understanding of how theoretical and methodological outsets are connected and how
these shape the analyses and results of the studv. The ability to justify the relevance of
their own studies is practiced as well as the ahilitv to give constructive criticism on other
students' papers.

Type of Instruction

Teaching takes place in the form of lectures, group work, semmnars and supervision.

Examination

The course is assessed with the grades Fail (U), Pass (G) or Pass with Distinction
(VG).

Examination of module 1 takes place by means of oral presentations n four seminars
(assessed with the grades of Fail or Pass), and an individual written assignment
(assessed with the grades of Fail Pass or Pass with Distinction).

Examination of module 2 takes place by means of two method applications carried out in
groups (assessed with the grades of Fail or Pass), and an individual written assignment
(assessed with the grades of Fail Pass or Pass with Distinction).
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with the grades of Fail Pass or Pass with Distinction), and by serving as the student
reviewer for another student's paper at a public discussion and examination (assessed

with the grades of Fail or Pass).

In order to receive a grade of Pass in the course, the course objectives must be attained.
For a grade of Pass with Distinction in the course, it is required that the independent
project and at least one more module are assessed as Pass with Distinction.

A retake of the examination is provided in accordance with the Local Regulations for
First-cycle and Second-cycle Courses and Examination at Linnaeus University.

Should the university determine that a student is entitled to special educational support
due to impairment, the examiner mav provide the student with an adapted test or the
student may carry out the examination in an alternative way.

Course Evaluation

A course evalation is carried out either during or at the end of the course. Results and
analysis of the evaluation are presented to the students who have completed the course
as well as to new students at the following course date. The course evaliation is
conducted anonyvmously.
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