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Prerequisites

General entry requirements and qualifying and relevant professional competence
acquired through professional experience, higher education or other post-secondary
education. Placement studies through the course 1YL 002 The Vocational Teacher and
the Student.

Objectives
General education studies, 12 credits.

Upon completion of the course, students shall be able to:

* inrelation to their own professional field and by the use of educational theories
and didactic considerations, argue for the choices made during planning and
realization of learning situations,

» account for different perspectives on learning and development, aswell as
critically discussin what ways the diverse living conditions of pupils may affect
their possibilities to learn,

 account for and problematize learning and socialisation in the lifelong
perspective by the use of concepts such as identity, gender, social class and
ethnicity,

» explain and adopt a critical approach to concepts and phenomena with regard to



normality and deviation in relation to the inclusion and exclusion phenomenain
school and education, and account for the consequences these aspects might have
at the organisational, group, and individual level,

 account for specia educational perspectives and explain their educational
meanings with respect to meeting the teaching assignment requirements on being
able to acknowledge pupils individua differences in the educational setting,

» apply research ethical principles at the planning of analyses, aswell as use
interviews and observations as a method for collection and basis of data.

Placement studies, 3 credits
Upon completion of the course, students shall be able to:

« describe the characteristics of their own professional competence, and illustrate
how its theoretical and experience-based aspects can be described in relation to
other professions and vocational education.



Content

The course is based on the students' previous professional experiences, and the students
own learning is focused on. The course content covers theories of learning, genera
didactics and vocational didactics, with the emphasis on learning environments and
teaching in the vocational education and training in upper secondary schools. On the
basis of descriptions of their own experience-based knowledge and vocational learning,
students develop toolsto use in order to refer to vocational didactic consequences for
teaching and to acknowledge pupils individual differences.

The course emphasizes the development of the individual and the significance of
diverse social conditions in an educational context. The relationship between school-
individual-society is analysed with respect to reproduction patternsin which gender,
class and ethnicity are emphasized. In the course, youths are also discussed as a group
and the concept of youth islooked into from ahistorical, social and cultural point of
view, which islinked to issues regarding socialisation and formation of identity, and
how this can be put in relation to pupils' learning and development. Digital media and
its importance to young people's sense-making is problematized, as well as possible
consequences of using digital mediain young peopl€e's learning processes.

The course covers different theories of normality and deviations. Phenomena such as
diagnosing and categorising pupils are discussed on the basis of historical aswell as
current societal perspectives. Furthermore, the course discusses the kind of function that
diagnosing and categorising pupils have at the group and organisational level, aswell as
the consequences of the same for pupils development and identity formation. Different
concepts of normality are discussed, and how the school as an institution contributes to
creating conceptions of normality and deviations within various areas.

Special emphasisis placed on special educational knowledge and support related to
social vulnerability and disabilitiesin the educational work. Special educational
perspectives are problematized and the possibility to prevent and eliminate difficulties
in school concerning teaching islooked into and evaluated with regard to the mission of
establishing democratic learning processes. The organisation of the educational
activitiesisillustrated on the basis of arelational perspective, where cognitive as well
as emotional dimensions are taken into account in the instructions. Critical aspects with
regard to the work on action programmes are dealt with and analysed and how this can
be related to the promotion of increased goal attainment for pupilsin need of special
support.

Fiction is studied in the course, which deals with pupils diverse socia conditions and
often complicated childhood living conditions, aimed at devel oping a deeper
understanding of the complex professional mission regarding acknowledging pupils
individua differences and finding varying and creative educational strategies.

Professional Basis and Professional Progression

In the course, the concept of professional knowledge is deepened through discussions
and problematization of teachers professiona knowledge by the use of scientific
studies of teacher professionalism, through observations of and meetings with teachers,
and by reflecting on their own experience-based professional competence.

Students gain a deeper image of the teaching profession's complexity, with the
emphasis on such areas of the activities that concern pupils health, student welfare
situations and different forms of support and resources for pupils, such as action
programmes and individual study plans.



In addition to studying learning environments and teaching, focusis put on special
educational needs and the possibilities that teachers have in terms of observing and
acknowledging pupils individua differencesin the educational setting.

Scientific Approach and Scientific Progression

The project work included in the course is aimed at describing and illustrating young
people's vocational learning by the use of theoretical perspectives presented in literature
and lectures. In the course, students develop their ability to plan and participate in
project work, as well as make use of the dialogue seminar method for collection of data
concerning practical knowledge and professional competence. The research methodical
practice emphasi zes research ethical principles and how to use interviews as a method
and basis for qualitative analysis of data.

Type of Instruction

Teaching is conducted in the form of student placement training, lectures, project work,
literature studies, seminars and the like. Cooperation and project-oriented working
methods are the basis of knowledge acquisition. The working methods require the
students to take an active part in both individual aswell as group assignments.
Instruction is given in Swedish.

Examination
The course is assessed with the grades Fail (U), Pass (G) or Pass with Distinction (VG).

Examination takes place through logbook, two seminars, observation assignment, group
assignment, pair assignment, reflection protocol, and two written individual
assignments.

Examination of the placement studies (V FU) takes place in consultation with the
placement teacher in the activities. For the course component of placement studies, the
grades Pass and Fail are applied.

In order to receive a grade of Pass, the course objectives must be fulfilled. In order to
receive agrade of Pass with Distinction, it is required that the student has received this
grade on both the written individual assignments.

A retake of the examination is provided in accordance with the Local Regulations for
First-Cycle and Second-Cycle Courses and Examination at Linnaeus University.

Should the university determine that a student is entitled to special educational support
due to impairment, the examiner may provide the student with an adapted test or the
student may carry out the examination in an alternative way.

Course Evaluation

A course evaluation is carried out either during or at the end of the course. Results and
analysis of the evaluation are presented to the students who have completed the course,
aswell asto new students at the following course date. The course evaluation is
conducted anonymously.

Other

Any additional costs that may arise in connection with the course are paid for by the
students themselves. Students who fail the practical part of the course have the right to
retake the placement studies one more time, unless two examination opportunities have
already been used. An examiner may decide that a student's placement training shall be



discontinued, to take effect immediately, if the student in question demonstrates such
serious lack of knowledge, skills or approach that the safety or integrity of the pupils or
the confidence of parentsisjeopardized. If the student placement training is
discontinued in this manner, the student fails the course and one of the placement
opportunities has thus been used.
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