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Prerequisites

General entry requirements as well as qualified and relevant professional knowledge
acquired through professional experience, university education or other post-secondary
education or a combination of these.

Objectives
After completing the course, students shall be able to:

« describe the change in the governance and organisation of upper secondary and
adult education from a historical and curriculum theoretical perspective with
special focus on vocational education, aswell as put thisin relation to social
conditions that have characterized and that still influence the organisation and
mission of the educational system,

» describe and account for various knowledge traditions and forms of knowledge
as well as describe how norms and values in terms of the view of knowledge
have changed over time,

« describe and problematise the teacher assignment and the various roles of the
teacher in relation to relevant policy documents and the work within the
educational and school system,

» explain and problematise issues on democracy and the school’ s democratic and



value-based mission,

» apply ascientific approach when it comes to formulating research questions,
evaluation of sources and basic academic writing,

 apply a project-oriented working method,

» demonstrate communicative skillsin listening, speaking and writing in support
of their own learning,

« discuss different types of digital media and forms of representation as well as
discuss their importance to the school activities.

Content

The course is based on the students' previous professional experiences and the students
own learning is focused on. The overall aim of the courseisfor students to enhance
their knowledge and understanding of the growth and organisation of the educational
system and vocational education from a historical point of view in relation to the school
of today. The course includes an in-depth review of the devel opment of the Swedish
public school system, with special emphasis on vocational education. The key parts
concern the historical and social conditions that have characterized and that still
influence the school system, its governance and organisation, its democratic mission,
the protection of human rights, and value issues which have been and still are relevant,
as well asthe school system's contribution to the knowledge of sustainable
development. The course discusses various knowledge traditions and concepts in order
for students to gain an understanding of norms and values characteristic of the different
periodsin relation to the view of knowledge and the changes over time.

Professional Basis and Professional Progression

In view of the historical perspectives on the organisation, governance and values of the
educational system, the complexity of the teacher assignment and the various roles of
the teacher are discussed and problematised in order to provide different views on the
role as vocational teacher and to prepare the students for the coming student placement
training. Through the development of awareness and understanding of the context,
sustainable educational and didactic activities are enabled in accordance with the social
mission of upper-secondary school and adult education.

The course introduces the students to a fundamental concept formation of professional
skills, the epistemological basis of the research field, and methodsin order to be ableto
articulate, highlight and exemplify professional skills.

The course includes reading, listening, discussing and writing as the corner stones of
linguistic skills, in particular oral and written presentations within higher education, as
well asforms of reflective writing and discussion. By means of these studies, the
students also gain an understanding of the didactic skills required for working as a
teacher. In terms of digital skills, the course focuses on the ability to handle various
tools and resources for studies and teaching, available on the Internet, as well as various
kinds of digital media/forms of representation.

Scientific Approach and Scientific Progression

The course introduces the students to a scientific approach and basic project
methodology in theory and application. The focusis on the formulation of research
guestions, evaluation of sources and literature studies. Students learn how to carry out,
process and present studies. |n connection with written presentations, students practice
academic writing with the emphasis on being able to present and comment on scientific



sources in an objective and correct manner, aswell as develop the ability to critically
examine and comment on studied texts. The students carry out projects on the
governance and organisation of vocational education from a historical perspective.

Type of Instruction

Teaching isin the form of lectures, project work, literature studies and seminars.
Cooperation and project-oriented methods of working make up the base for knowledge
acquisition. Students are required to participate actively in both individual and group
work. The course runs as a distance learning course with I T support; however, some
physical meetings are included. Obligatory attendance is expected throughout the entire
course, or parts of it, and thisis specified in the study guidelines.

Examination
The course is assessed with the grades Fail (U), Pass (G) or Pass with Distinction (VG).

Examinations are carried out through active participation in seminars and by means of
written and oral examinations and presentations.

In order to receive a grade of Pass, the course objectives must be attained. It is possible
to receive a grade of Pass with Distinction for three out of four examination
components in the course. To be awarded a grade of Pass with Distinction in the entire
course, it isrequired that at least 7 credits out of 12 credits are assessed as Pass with
Distinction.

School and Vocational Education Y esterday and Today, 3 credits (Fail, Pass, Pass
with Distinction)

Examination takes place by means of two written assignments.
Knowledge, Reflection and Common Practice, 3 credits (Fail, Pass)

Examination takes place by means of awritten assignment, alogbook entry and a
written group assignment.

The Teacher Assignment and School as a Social I nstitution, 4 credits (Fail, Pass,
Pass with Distinction)

Examination takes place by means of three individual assignments and a seminar.

Science and Quality-Oriented Approaches, 5 credits (Fail, Pass, Passwith
Distinction)

Examination takes place by means of a project report presented orally aswell asin
writing, and through alogbook entry.

Course Evaluation

Course evaluations are carried out on a continuous basis verbally and/or in writing
throughout the course. At the end of the course, a course evaluation is carried out which
iscompiled in writing and presented to the students who have completed the course, as
well asto new students at the following course date, together with any measures taken.
The results are presented to the departmental bodies and the programme council
concerned, and filed by the course coordinating department.

Other



Any additional costs that may arise in connection with assignments and the like are paid
for by the students themselves. The course isincluded in the Vocational Teacher
Programme.
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Selander, Staffan (Ed.) (2003) Kobran, nallen och majjen. Traditioner och férnyelsei
svensk skola och skolforskning. Stockholm: Myndigheten for skolutveckling. Liber (pp.
319-330). ISBN 9185128031. Available on the Internet.

Olofsson, Jonas (2010). Krisen i skolan: utbildning i politiken och praktiken. Umea:
Borea (222 p.) ISBN 9789189140660.

Sandin, Bengt. Skolan, barnen och samhaéllet i ett historiskt perspektiv. I: Selander,
Staffan (Ed.) (2003). Kobran, nallen och majjen. Traditioner och fornyelse i svensk
skola och skolforskning. Stockholm: Myndigheten for skolutveckling. Liber (pp. 55-
69). ISBN 9185128031. Available on the Internet.



Skolverket (2011). Laroplan for gymnasieskolan. Available on the Internet.
Skolverket (2012). Laroplan fér vuxenutbildningen. Available on the Internet.
Skolverket (2011) Amnesplaner och kurser i gymnasieskolan. Available on the Internet.

Skolverket (2013) Forskolans och skolans vardegrund — forhallningssatt, verktyg och
metoder. Stockholm: Fritzes. ISBN 9789186529277. Available on the Internet.

Amossa, Karin (Ed). (2007) | kunskapens namn: en antologi om kunskap, makt och
kreativitet. Stockholm: Lararférbundet (74 p.) Available on the Internet.

Additional sections of compendiums and scientific articles included, and optional
literature which the students themselves shall find and choose in consultation with the
course teacher.



