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Objectives
After completing the course, the students should be able to:

« account for swear words, msults and taboo words from the perspective of
Swedish language history,

» applv a sociocultural, contrastive and cognitive perspective on the semantics of
these categories of words.

« in general terms account for swear words from neuro-linguistic and neuro-
behavioural perspectives,

» account for and explam the characteristic phonology of swear words and taboo
words.
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Content

This course introduces swear words, insults and taboo words from an interdisciplinary
perspective. It uses Swedish literature, inguistics, history and psychology. The course
mcludes a historical mtroduction to the development of swear words and msults in
Swedish from the 17th century until today in relation to the cultural contexts of different
time periods. The semantics of Swedish swear words and insults is discussed from a
contrastive perspective, i.e. in relation to equivalents in other languages. The course also
discusses language policies and cognitive aspects of swear words, insults and taboo
words, as well as questions of verbal hygiene and how language influences thought and
vice versa. The course also includes a general introduction to neuro-linguistic and neuro-
behavioural findings regarding swear words, including their localisation in the brain, their
physiological effects and their special role in aphasia. The prototypical phonology of
swear words and taboo words is discussed, and phonology and function are related to
each other.

Type of Instruction
This is an online distance course, using types of mstruction appropriate for that form of
distribution. such as recorded lectures and online seminars.

Examination

The course is assessed with the grades Fail (U), Pass (G) or Pass with Distinction
(VG).

In order to receive the grade of Pass, the student must achieve the objectives and be
active continuously on the learning platform_ Grading criteria for the grade of Pass with
Distinction will be specified when the course starts.

The course is examined through compulsory group discussions, a minor empirical study
of swear words, taboo words or insults. and a take-home examination.

For students who do not pass the first examinations, retake examinations are provided in
accordance with local regulations at the university.

Course Evaluation

At the end of the course, a course evaluation is conducted. Results and analysis of the
course evaluation are communicated to the students who have taken the course and the
students who are taking the course when it is offered the next time.

The evaluation is anonymous. The course evaluation is filed according to departmental
regulations.
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