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Prerequisites
General entry requirements for university studies. A minimum of 45 creditsin
Sociology, or the equivalent.

Objectives
Upon completion of the course, students shall be able to:

« identify and account for key sociological perspectives, theories and concepts
within the field of rural and urban sociology,

 describe and summarise relevant sociological perspectives on the
transformations of urban and rural areas and the consequences to the individual
and the society,

« define sociological concepts and summarise theories and significant research
findings concerning: A) in what ways urban and rural areas have shaped and
been shaped by social, political and economic changes in relation to the temporal
perspective as well asto the spatia perspective; B) in what ways the power and
dependancy relations within and between urban and rural areas may be
described, and how these relations shape conceptions of and the possibility for



action for different individuals, groups and places; C) how people through
different kinds of organisation and initiatives for local development attempt to
handle and make use of the conditions of the social and geographic periphery, in
the urban aswell asin the rural context,

 oradly and in writing, dicuss the meaning of concepts and theories within the
field of rural and urban sociology, and adopt acritical approach to the strengths
and weaknesses that characterise different perspectives on the transformations of
urban and rural areas,

» apply sociological perspectives on urban and rural areas to a specific place by the
use of various analyses.

Content

The course dicusses sociological perspectives on the transformations of urban and rural
areas and the associated consequences to the individual and society. The course focuses
on the relation between the core and the periphery, and discusses issues on how place-
bound conditions are related to the principles of social stratification such as socia class,
gender, ethnicity and age. The ways people through different kinds of organisation and
initiatives for local development attempt to handle and make use of the conditions of
the social and geographic periphery are also discussed, in the urban aswell asin the
rural context.

Type of Instruction

Teaching takes place in the form of lectures, seminars, workshops and excursions. The
seminars (4 sessions) are compulsory. The compulsory components are not examination
elements, but are, however, required in order to receive afinal grade in the course.

Examination
The course is assessed with the grades Fail (U), Pass (G) or Pass with Distinction (VG).

Examination of the course objectives takes place by means of an individual written
take-home exam. All the compulsory elements must also be completed in order to
receive afinal grade in the course.

In order to receive agrade of Pass, the course objectives must be attained.

A retake of the examination is provided in accordance with the Local Regulations for
First-Cycle and Second-Cycle Courses and Examination at Linnaeus University.

Should the university determine that a student is entitled to special educational support
due to impairment, the examiner may provide the student with an adapted test or the
student may carry out the examination in an alternative way.

Course Evaluation

A course evaluation is carried out either during or at the end of the course. Results and
analysis of the evaluation are presented to the students who have completed the course
aswell asto new students at the following course date. The course evaluation is
conducted anonymously.
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