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Political Science
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First Level

Progression
GIN

Date of Ratification
Approved by Faculty of Social Sciences 2014-10-01
The course syllabus is valid from autumn semester 2013

Prerequisites
NO VALUE DEFINED

Objectives
After the completion of the course, the students shall be able to:

» show solid knowledge of and comprehension for different political systems in
Europe;

» show solid knowledge of and comprehension for different political cultures in
which political systems are developed and consolidated;

» show solid knowledge of an comprehension for how the political system in
different European states are organized regarding the distribution of power;

» show solid knowledge of and comprehension for how political culture and political
actors outside the political system mfluence and interacts with the political system
and its powerful branches.



Content

EasternWestern Euwrope and Russia explores the nature of European states, politics and
relations in the contemporary European order. The primary purpose of this course is to
equip students with a good knowledge of our contemporary European countries; from
the UK in west to Russia in the east. The focus is on political and economic systems,
domestic and foreign policies. popular attitudes and on the nature of eastern and western
European societies. It also draws attention to the ongoing European integration process
and explores the new European map of the post-Cold War order. The “Eastern
Enlargements” of these organizations have transformed the overall European political
landscape. This course is designed to increase students’ awareness of what constitutes
Europe in contemporary polifics.

Type of Instruction

The teaching methods consist of lectures, seminars and’or other assignments. The
course is tought in English. At some moments of the course, attendance may be
required.

Examination

The course is assessed with the grades A, B, C, D, E. Fx or F.

The course is assessed with the grades A, B, C, D, E or F. The grade A constitutes the
highest grade on the scale and the remaining grades follow in descending order where
the grade E 1s the lowest grade on the scale that will result in a pass. The grade F
means that the student’s performance is assessed as fail (ie. received the grade F). Fx
is not a grade and is only used when a student is allowed to complement her'his
eXamination.

Students who have not passed (i.e. received the grade of F) at the regular examination
will be offered a new examination shortly after the regular examination.

The course is assessed by a written and/or oral exam_ which may be accompanied by a
SEfIinar session.

Course Evaluation
At the end of the course an oral or written evaluation i1s carried out. The results will be
commumcated to the students.

Credit Overlap

The course cannot be included in a degree along with the following course/courses of
which the content fully, or partly, corresponds to the content of this course: 15K 197

Other

Grade Criteria for the A-F scale are communicated to the student through a special
document. The student is to be informed about the grade criteria for the course by the
start of the course at the latest.

Required Reading and Additional Study Material

Required reading
Morjé Howard, Marc (Latest edition) The Weaakmess of Civil Sociery in Post-
Communist Europe.

Putnam, Robert (Latest edition) Malking Democracy Worlk: Civic Traditions in
Modern Italy.

Material from Internet or provided by teacher (200 pages).



