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Prerequisites
General entry requirements for university studies.

Objectives
Upon completion of the course, students should be able to:

identify the driving forces that influence the political development, and describe 
how the distribution of power is structured in various political systems

•

account for the fundamental elements of the political system and institutions of 
the EU

•

compare the political systems of various countries and explain the consequences 
that these differences involve

•

account for significant developments in modern political history and evaluate 
their importance.

•

Content
The course deals with knowledge of the political systems in various countries, on the 
basis of key concepts and theories of comparative politics. One of the main themes is 
the intention to increase the understanding of the driving forces that influence the 



political development, how the distribution of power is structured within different 
political systems as well as why and the consequences of this. Furthermore, the 
differences between the political systems in different countries revealed during the 
course are also discussed, as well as the causes and the consequences that these 
differences involve.

Type of Instruction
Teaching consists of lectures and seminars.

Examination
The course is assessed with the grades A, B, C, D, E, Fx or F. 
 
Grade A represents the highest grade and the subsequent grades follow in descending 
order, where grade E is the lowest grade that qualifies as a Pass. A grade of F means 
that the student’s performance is assessed as Fail. Fx is not a grade and is only used 
when a student is permitted to supplement his/her examination. 
 
Examination of the course objectives takes place by means of a written exam 
comprising 6 credits, assessed by the grades A-F, and through participation in seminars 
comprising 1.5 credits, assessed by the grades Fail or Pass. The grade in the entire 
course is determined by the grade for the written exam, provided that the student 
receives a grade of Pass for the seminar participation.

Course Evaluation
A course evaluation is carried out either during or at the end of the course. Results and 
analysis of the evaluation are presented to the students who have completed the course 
as well as to new students at the following course date. The course evaluation is 
conducted anonymously.

Credit Overlap
The course cannot be included in a degree along with the following course/courses of 
which the content fully, or partly, corresponds to the content of this course: 1SK101, 
module 2, 7.5 credits.
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