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Prerequisites
General entry requirements for university studies.

Objectives
After completing the course, the student should be able to:

» in general terms account for the development of the romance genre during the
last three decades,

» discuss romance as a part of popular literature,

s« critically review romantic fiction.

Content

Fomance is a major and important part of popular literature today. This course includes
an extensive mtroduction to the genre. The students read and compare romance from
three decades, and discuss romance in relation to popular literary tradition. The course
starts with classical romantic fiction from the 19th century, often referred to as the start
of the genre. Then it discusses both the historical development of romance and modern
romance, focusing specifically on chick lit from the 1970s, 1980s and 1990s_ Finally, the
course discusses the development of the genre in the 21st century, including some
recent popular works of romance.

Type of Instruction

The teaching is distance-based and carried out on an online learning platform.

Examination



The course is assessed with the grades Fail (U), Pass (G) or Pass with Distinction
(VG).

In order to receive the grade of Pass, the student must achieve the objectives. Grading
criteria for the grade of Pass with Distinction will be specified when the course starts.
The course is examined continuously through assignments with given deadlines and
compulsory contributions to discussions.

F.epeat examination is offered in accordance with Local regulations for courses and
examination at the first and second-cycle level at Linnaeus University. If the university
has decided that a student is entitled to special pedagogical support due to a disability,
the examiner has the right to give a customised exam or to have the student conduct the
exam in an alternative way.

Course Evaluation

During the implementation of the course or in close conjunction with the course, a
course evaluation is to be carried out. Results and analysis of the course evaluation are
to be promptly presented as feedback to the students who have completed the course.
Students who participate during the next course instance receive feedback at the start of
the course. The course evaluation is to be carried out anonvmously.

Required Reading and Additional Study Material

Abrahamsson, Elin. 2018. Enahanda ldsning. En queer tollning av romancegenren.
Ellerstrims forlag AB. ca 150 s. i urval ISBIN: 9789172475274

Leffler, Yvonne. 2015. Sigge Stark. Sveriges mest produlaiva, utskillda och ldsat
[farfattare. LIR. Skifter. Goteborgs universitet. 150 s. i urval ISBN: 978-91-883438-62-3
{available online)

Nilson, Maria. 2015. Edirlek, begéir ach romantik. Om romance. BTJ forlag, 200 p.
ISBN 978-91-7018-793-3

Regis, Pamela. 2003 or later. 4 Natural History of the Romance Novel. University of
Pennsylvania Press. 209 p. (available online).

The Routledge Research Companion to Popular Romance Fiction. 2020. (Red).
Jayashree Kamblé, Eric Murphy Selinger & Hsu-Ming Teo. New York: Routledge.
ISBN: 9781472443304 Ca 30 p. in selection (available as e-book).

Fiction:

Ahrnstedt, Simona. Exn enda natt (any edition).

Austen, Jane. Pride and Prejudice (any edition).

Bronté, Charlotte. Jarne Eyre (anv edition).

Mever, Stephenie. Twilight (any edition)

Roberts, Nora. Any titel.

Stark, Sigge. Any titel

Woodiwiss, Kathleen, The Flame and the Flower (any edition).

Omne novel that the student chooses with the help of the teacher.



