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Prerequisites
General entry requirements.

Expected learning outcomes
After completing the course, the student should be able to:

present longterm historical processes in China

demonstrate understanding of the specific cultural heritage

present the 20th century political games in an international context

discuss possibilities for development and problems in modern Chinese history
present comparative aspects between China and the surrounding world.

Content

More than 20 percent of the world population is Chinese, which makes China a financial
and political power. Its development effects us all. Understanding of longterm political
and cultural processes in the country's history is, naturally, very important and necessary
for everyone who is interested in international relationships. The course is introduced
with ancient history, in which cultural patterns where established and later became fixed,
and we then study the development over more than two millennia until present day. The
course, however, also attempts to "de-myth" Chinese history by showing that the country
has never stood still or been homogeneous, but has been characterised by recurring
profound changes and conflicts. A large part of the course is devoted to the multitude of



events occurring in the 20th century, especially the controversial role of Mao Zedong in
modern history, and the reforms that after his death made China a dynamic and growing
factor in the international community.

Type of Instruction
Teaching may be in the form of lectures and seminars. Some elements of the course
may be obligatory.

Examination

The course is assessed with the grades Fail (U), Pass (G) or Pass with Distinction
(VG).

In order to pass the course, students need to meet the expected learning outcomes.
Examination occurs through active participation at discussions and through a home
assignment.

A resit is offered within six weeks (within the framework of regular terms) and the
number of resits is limited to five (in accordance with the Higher Education Ordinance 6
chap. 213§).

Course Evaluation
When the course has finished, an evaluation is compiled. The results are reported back
to students and then archived according to the rules of the School.
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