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Expected learning outcomes
After completing the course, the student should be ahle to

present the history of literary biographies,

problemise the relationship between fiction and facts,

problemise the relationship between fiction and history,

discuss critique against and possibilities concerning literary biographies as
historical sources.



Content

Human beings may be described in many different ways. In literature studies the written
portrayal of a human being has traditionally been cause for concern: is it not an
imnpossible task to describe the complexity of a person in words? Nonetheless literary
biographies and autobiographies exist in world hterature from ancient times to present
days.

The literary biography as a historical phenomenon has two aspects. One concerns the
historical science approach to literary biography as a genre, and whether the literary
biography may form the basis of a good-quality scientific product. Another concerns
how to best utilise older literary biographies and primarily autobiographies as historical
sources. This requires a critical discussion on genres, prerequisites and objectives for
writing about oneself.

This course will combine these two aspects and students will thus receive a dual
introduction to one of the most popular genres of our time, which is located in between
literature and history.

Type of Instruction

Teaching may be in the form of lectures, seminars and groups assignments. Some
elements of the course require obligatory attendance.

If the course is offered as a distant tuition course, specific means of mstruction will be
used suitable for this type of distribution.

Examination

The course is assessed with the grades Fail (U) or Pass (G).

In order to pass the course, students need to meet the expected learning outcomes.
Examination occurs through home assignments and active participation at seminars.

A resit is offered within six weeks (within the framework of regular terms) and the
munber of resits is limited to five (in accordance with the Higher Education Ordinance 6
chap. 21§).

Course Evaluation
When the course has finished, an evaliation is compiled. The results are reported back
to students and then archived according to the rules of the School.

Other
Joint studies with the subject Literary History Studies.
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Larsson Lisheth. 2007. “En berittelse om slash™. In: Bodil Axelsson & Johan Forsnis
(red.). Kulturstudier i Sverige. Studentlitteratur, p. 39-34. 16 p.
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