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Objectives

The aim of the course is that students shall develop their knowledge and competencein
didactics and curriculum theory. The course is focused on the considerations teachers
are faced with as regards planning, implementation and assessment of teaching and also
how these considerations take place in relation to what consitutes the conditions,
processes and results of the educational practice.

After completing the course, students shall be able to:

« demonstrate knowledge and competence in didactics and curriculum theory
through planning, discussion and analysis of educational activities for the
professional practice for which the education is intended

* describe the fundamental features of the Swedish as well as the international
field of research within didactics and curriculum theory

* by the use of didactic models, discuss what counts as valid knowledge and on
what basis the content is selected, structured and presented

« critically analyse the preschool, the extended school and school on the basis of a



societal and individual perspective with regard to afew aspectsin the relation
between conditions, processes and results

« critically analyse the political policy documents and the study material in the
education on the basis of a perspective of change

Content

Knowledge about the conditions and prerequisites of teaching and learning is discussed
through questions on the selection of content, how learning environments are created,
the preferred structure, how participation may be stimulated, successful feedback on
achieved learning outcomes, and how preferable achieved learning outcomes are
ensured. Thus, this course problematizes the issues concerning how citizens are shaped
through the educational system, and who/what decides what counts as valid knowledge
and on what grounds content, knowledge, experiences and values are sel ected,
structured and presented within the educational system'’s different activities.

In didactic and curriculum theoretical models and perspectives, the relations between
pupil, teacher, content and society are central aspects as well as the issues concerning
factors that have an impact on conditions, processes and results. With regard to the

af orementioned background, the content is discussed in terms of the framework of the
curriculum and the fundamental principles, what is being conducted over time, what is
changing and the requirements and expectations directed towards the educational
system to develop its frames, activities and results. Didactic and curriculum theoretical
aspects are linked to study material in a broad sense, including the so called
multimodality concept. Didactics and curriculum theory are also discussed on the basis
of agender perspective and the international perspective, resulting in the students
devel oping comparative and critical skills.

The central areas of content in the course cover in this way the mission, management
and changes of preschool, extended school and school as well as the didactic aspects
significant in the relation between teaching, education and learning.

Professional Basis and Professional Progression

Students devel op their didactic knowledge and competence in planning, implementation
and assessment, and a reflective and distanced approach in which for instance
curriculums and study material are understood in a perspective of change, and by this
supporting a knowledge basis and professional progression. Students develop a
professional understanding of that conditions and prerequisites of teaching and learning
may be different on the basis of for instance the gender perspective or international
perspective. Students are in thisway trained in identifying and formulating didactic
problems and to make assessments relevant to their professional practice, taking into
account different societal aspects.

Scientific Approach and Scientific Progression

Students account for and review critically previous research, didactic models and
curriculum theories, and reflect on how research may contribute to the devel opment of
their own professional practice, and by this supporting scientific as well as professional
progression. The course clarifies that there is a connection between ideas within the
theory of science, pedagogical philosphy, and the scientific traditions of didactics and
how curriculums are developed in different periods and societies. The students practice
their ability to conduct analyses of the content in curriculums and study material, and to
discuss and value these on the basis of the theory of science.

Type of Instruction



Teaching is conducted in the form of lectures, seminars and group assignments. Field
studies may be included. The methods of instruction support the development of
professional communicative skills as a critical and democratic competence.

Examination
The course is assessed with the grades Fail (U), Pass (G) or Pass with Distinction (VG).

The students' development of knowledge and learning is expressed through written and
oral communication, and knowledge, understanding, skills and abilities are
continuously tested on the basis of the course objectives. Examination is carried out
through written and oral assignments and presentations. | rrespective of examination
method, it istheindividual student's performances that are assessed and graded. A more
detailed specification of the examination methods and the assessment criteriais given in
the study guide. In order to receive a grade of Pass, the course objectives must be
attained. A retake of the exam is offered within six weeks after the scheduled
examination date (within the scope of the regular semester period).

Course Evaluation

Course evaluations are carried out on a continuous basis during the course. After
completing the course, awritten course evaluation is conducted and later compiled and
filed at the department in question. The results are presented to the students who have
completed the course, as well asto the students at the following course date together
with any measures taken. The results are reported to the departments in question and to
the programme council concerned.

Other

Any additional costs that may arise in connection with assignments or such activities,
are paid for by the students themselves. This course isincluded in the Primary Teacher
Programme with a Specialisation in Extended School Education.
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