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Objectives

The aim of the course is to develop knowledge and skills about the history of education,
its value base and social conditions in order to be able to work within pre-school class
and primary school vear 1 to 6.

On completion of the course, students should:

» Be able to account for and discuss the teaching mission and the various roles of
the teacher in relation to education and education’s mission concerning vahie
base, democracy and knowledge

+ Be able to account for the organization and mission of education in Sweden from
a historical and modern perspective with regard to changing social conditions

+ Describe how the developing education system has interacted and interacts with
the development of the teaching profession. changes in the teacher mission and
school as a place of work

» Be able to account for and problematize human rights (Convention on the Rights
of the Child) within school and education i relation to gender, class, diversity and
sustainable development

+ Be able to demonstrate and apply a scientific attitude on basic levels in their role
as a student in higher education

» Demonstrate communication skills in listening, speaking and writing as a support
for the learning and development of their own professional skills



Content

The overall aim of the course is for students to develop knowledge of the role of school
and preschool class in society. An important content, in this connection, is to understand
teachers” professional role form a historical societal and democratic perspective. The
historical and societal conditions that have characterized and siill characterize education
its direction, organization and the teacher’s mission are explained and exemplified.
Education’s democratic mission, protection of human rights, value base questions as well
as education’s contribution to knowledge of ecological social and economic sustainable
development are identified in the course.

The course deals with the origin and early development of school during the 1800s and
onwards. Special attention is paid to the direction and organizational changes in school
from 1945 up until the current reforms. The role of education and school in society, in
relation to teachers” missions based on democratic, value based and future perspectives,
is central in this context.

This awareness or context-understanding is characteristic of modern professional
practice and enables for all educational personnel sustainable education/didactics in
accordance with the societal mission of preschool class and school.

The course introduces primary school and preschool class as a place of work and social
instinution. A foundation for a professional attinde, where social relations and
commumication skills develop knowledge that strengthens the student’s professional
ability to reflect over and adequately deal with relations involving children”s/pupils’
learning, is created here.

The course introduces the importance of a scientific attitude within higher education and
for professional practice. The course also introduces academic writing, reference
management, literature retrieval from the library database as hasic features of such an
attitnde. In connection with written presentations, students are trained to use scientific
sources i an objective and correct manner and to critically examine and comment on
Texts.

Type of Instruction

Much attention is given to the development of a scientific and professional attitude that
strengthens students” professional ability to reflect over the school’s mission in relation
to social change and children’s/pupils” learning.

Teaching i1s in the form of lectures, seminars, laboratory work and group assignments.
The forms of teaching support, among other things, the development of a professional
communicative ability as a critical and democratic skill where students, through
descriptions, presentations, analvses and critical questions, are prepared to deal with the
course content in.

Examination

The course is assessed with the grades Fail (U), Pass (G) or Pass with Distinction
(VG).

Students” knowledge development and learning is expressed in verbal and written
commumication and knowledge, understanding, skills and abilities are continuously tested
on the basis of the goals of the education. Examinations are carried out through verbal
and/or written tests and presentations. Whatever the examination method, it is the
mdividual student’s performance that is assessed and graded. Closer specification of
examination methods can be found in the study guidelines. In order to receive the grade
of pass, all expected learning outcomes must be achieved. A resit examination is offered
within six weeks after the original examination.

Course Evaluation

Course evaluations are carried out on a continuous basis verbally and/or in writing
throughout the course. When the course has finished. an evaluation is compiled. The
results are reported to the students and then archived according to the rules of the
school.
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