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Objectives
After completing the course, the student should be able to:

present the theoretical foundation for the subfield of library and information 
science dealing with document studies

•

discuss the main features of the historical development of books, focusing on the 
use of documents in different contexts

•

critically analyse today's use of documents and their significance in different 
practical social and institutional contexts.

•

Content
The course is based on a theoretical and historical understanding of the practical use of 
documents in different social and institutional contexts. It is divided into three 
integrated parts: the first part discusses definitions of "document" and different 
theoretical approaches in the study of documents; the second part exemplifies the 
practical significance of documents in the history of books, focusing on the social 
function of books and other kinds of document; and the third part discusses the use of 



documents in different contexts from a more practical point of view.

Type of Instruction
Teaching is delivered in the form of lectures, seminars, and group discussions, using 
digital tools. Lectures and assignments are available via the course online learning 
platform. Teaching is generally in Swedish, but teaching in other Scandinavian 
languages or in English may occur.

Examination
The course is assessed with the grades Fail (U), Pass (G) or Pass with Distinction (VG). 
 
The course is examined through an individual assignment of 2 credits (grading scale 
Fail–Pass with Distinction), an individual assignment of 3.5 credits (grading scale 
Fail–Pass with Distinction), and seminar assignments of 2 credits (grading scale 
Fail–Pass). In order to receive the grade of Pass with Distinction for the entire course, 
the student must have received this grade for each of the individual assignments. In 
order to receive the grade of Pass, the course objectives must be met. Grading criteria 
for the grade of Pass with Distinction will be communicated in writing when the course 
starts. 
 
Resit examination is offered in accordance with Local regulations for courses and 
examination at the first and second-cycle level at Linnaeus University. If the university 
has decided that a student is entitled to special pedagogical support due to a disability, 
the examiner has the right to adapt the exam or to let the student conduct the exam in an 
alternative way.

Course Evaluation
During or shortly after the course, a course evaluation is conducted. The result and 
analysis of the course evaluation should be promptly communicated to the students who 
have taken the course. Students who are taking the course when it is offered the next 
time should be informed of the result at the course introduction. The course evaluation 
is anonymous.
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