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Objectives
After completing the course, the student should be able to

describe current central ethical policies in the library field, in Sweden and 
internationally

•

discuss the role of professional ethics in day-to-day professional practice in the 
library and information sectors

•

present and discuss basic ethical theory and its relation to professional ethical 
policies

•

problematise the relation between professional ethical policies and day-to-day 
work at libraries

•

analyse different kinds of ethical dilemma commonly found with the librarian 
profession.

•

Content
This course discusses basic professional ethics in general and in the library sector in 
particular. The course is partly theoretical, pointing up and discussing current ethical 
policies and literature on library ethics and professional ethics, and partly practical, 



investigating actual ethical dilemmas in libraries. The practical part of the course is 
conducted through interviews with practicing librarians. In addition to discussing 
fundamental professional ethical issues, the course thus brings up current questions 
about democracy, personal integrity, and user influence, relative to library work.

Type of Instruction
Teaching is delivered in the form of lectures, seminars, and group discussions, using 
digital tools. Lectures and assignments are available on the course learning platform. As 
a general rule, the language of instruction is Swedish, but English or other Scandinavian 
languages may also be used.

Examination
The course is assessed with the grades Fail (U), Pass (G) or Pass with Distinction (VG). 
 
The course is examined through individual written assignments (assessed with 
Fail–Pass with Distinction) of 6 credits and an oral semianr assignment of 1.5 credits 
(assessed with Fail–Pass). In order to receive the grade of Pass with Distinction for the 
entire course, the student must have received this grade for the individual assignments. 
In order to receive the grade of Pass, the student must have achieved the course 
objectives. Grading criteria for the grade of Pass with Distinction will be communicated 
in writing when the course starts. 
 
Resit examination is offered in accordance with Local regulations for courses and 
examination at the first and second-cycle level at Linnaeus University. If the university 
has decided that a student is entitled to special pedagogical support due to a disability, 
the examiner has the right to adapt the exam or to let the student conduct the exam in an 
alternative way.

Course Evaluation
During or shortly after the course, a course evaluation should be conducted. The result 
and analysis of the course evaluation should be promptly communicated to the students 
who have taken the course. Students who are taking the course when it is offered the 
next time should be informed of the result at the course introduction. The course 
evaluation is anonymous.
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