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Objectives
After completing the course, the student should be able to

present and describe different perspectives on and relevant issues within the field 
of research communication

•

discuss the role and function of libraries in research communication•
describe bibliometrics as a subfield in library and information science, and use 
basic bibliometric concepts, methods, and theoretical points of view

•

relate libraries’ bibliometric activities to publication and evaluation, as well as 
critically review these activities.

•

Content
This course discusses general structures for research communication, focusing in 
particular on development of publication strategies and matters of open access. Special 
focus lies on bibliometrics as a theory and as a practical tool for evaluating research. 
The course discusses two main areas: research communication and bibliometrics. 
Current issues and problems pertaining to research communication are discussed from 
economic, social, and political perspectives. Focus lies on libraries’ role as an actor in 



the field. The course also problematises the consequences of digitalisation for research 
communication, from a historical as well as a contemporary perspective. 
 
The course furthermore serves as an introduction to bibliometrics as an academic 
subfield within library and information science, and as a practical tool for research 
libraries. In this context, the theories and methods of bibliometrics, as well as practical 
questions and questions of principle pertaining to the use of bibliometrics as a tool for 
evaluation are discussed.

Type of Instruction
Teaching is delivered in the form of lectures, seminars, and laboratory sessions, using 
digital tools. Lectures and assignments are available on the course learning platform. As 
a general rule, the language of instruction is Swedish, but English or other Scandinavian 
languages may also be used.

Examination
The course is assessed with the grades Fail (U), Pass (G) or Pass with Distinction (VG). 
 
The course is examined through an individual written assignment (assessed with 
Fail–Pass with Distinction) of 4.5 credits, and laboratory sessions of 3 credits (assessed 
with Fail–Pass) In order to receive the grade of Pass with Distinction for the whole 
course, the student must have received this grade for the individual written assignment. 
In order to receive the grade of Pass, the student must have achieved the course 
objectives. Grading criteria for the grade of Pass with Distinction will be communicated 
in writing when the course starts. 
 
Resit examination is offered in accordance with Local regulations for courses and 
examination at the first and second-cycle level at Linnaeus University. If the university 
has decided that a student is entitled to special pedagogical support due to a disability, 
the examiner has the right to adapt the exam or to let the student conduct the exam in an 
alternative way.

Course Evaluation
During or shortly after the course, a course evaluation should be conducted. The result 
and analysis of the course evaluation should be promptly communicated to the students 
who have taken the course. Students who are taking the course when it is offered the 
next time should be informed of the result at the course introduction. The course 
evaluation is anonymous.
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