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Prerequisites
General entry requirements for university studies.

Objectives
After completing the course, the student should be able to: 

account for major trends in the cultural, social, economic and political conditions 
influencing the areas where Arabic is spoken today,

•

critically reflect on the relation between Arabic and other languages, cultures and 
minorities, both in countries and areas where Arabic is a national language, and 
in diaspora,

•

describe and explain various conceptions of Arabic as a language and culture on 
the basis of historical developments,

•

account for the background of some of the most central societal issues in 
contemporary Arab debate.

•

Content
Compulsory parts: written assignments and seminars. 
This course includes an introduction to political, social and cultural conditions and 
relations in countries and areas where Arabic is a national language and in diaspora. 
The course also discusses the history of Arabic as well as the symbolic, cultural and 
ideological values of Arabic in relation to other languages and cultures in the region. 
Current societal issues are discussed, as well as the background of essential intellectual 



and literary tendencies and the complex relation of Arabic to European politics, culture 
and history in colonial times and today.

Type of Instruction
Teaching is web-based and delivered in the form of lectures and seminars.

Examination
The course is assessed with the grades Fail (U), Pass (G) or Pass with Distinction (VG). 
 
In order to receive the grade of Pass, the student must achieve the objectives. Grading 
criteria for the grade of Pass with Distinction will be specified when the course starts. 
 
The course is examined continuously through written assignments and seminars, as well 
as a written test at the end of the course. 
 
For students who do not pass the first examinations, retake examinations are provided 
in accordance with local regulations at the university. 
 
Supplementary examination of compulsory seminar exercises is carried out in the form 
of an oral or written assignment.

Course Evaluation
At the end of the course, a course evaluation is conducted. Results and analysis of the 
course evaluation are communicated to the students who have taken the course and the 
students who are taking the course when it is offered the next time. The evaluation is 
anonymous. The course evaluation is filed according to departmental regulations.
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