Linnaeus University

Course syllabus

Faculty Board of Humanities and Social Sciences
School of Cultural Sciences

1AE010 Introduktion till historisk arkeologi, 10 hdgskolepoidng
Introduction to Historical Archaeology. 10 credits

Main field of study
Archaeology

Subject Group
Archaeology

Level of classification
First Level

Progression
GIN

Date of Ratification
Approved by the Board of the School of Cultural Sciences 2009-12-02

Revised 2011-06-07. English translation.
The course syllabus is valid from autumn semester 2011

Prerequisites
NO VALUE DEFINED

Expected learning outcomes
After completing the course, the student should be able to:

» critically present the theories and methods of historical archaeology

« present the main features m the development of matenial cultures during the
Middle Ages and early modern times

» actively participate in group discussions through an oral presentation.



Content

Historical archaeology focuses on the study of material remnants from historical eras.
The relation between objects and texts is in focus, thus separating historical archaeology
from the other subjects archaeology and history. This course focuses on complex
material contents in Middle Age and early modern societies, primarily in Scandinavia but
also from a regional perspective. The regional cultural heritage in the form of medieval
cities, churches and cultural landscapes is an important source of information used in
order to look at individuals in relation to larger-scale historical conjunctures. Kalmar
used to be one of the most important medieval cities in the Nordic countries, which is
why its local- and regional cultural heritage form a natural part of the course. This
course also offers students an orientation in the theories and methods of historical
archaeology and a chance to empirically test this knowledge on material cultures and
societal development in the Nordic countries during the Middle Ages and early modern
times.

Type of Instruction
Teaching may be in the form of lectures, seminars, group assignments and excursions as
well as oral presentations. All teaching elements are obligatory except for lectures.

Examination

The course is assessed with the grades Fail (U), Pass (G) or Pass with Distinction
(VG).

Course Evaluation

When the course has finished, an evaliation is compiled. The results are reported back
to students and then archived according to the rules of the School.
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