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Förkunskaper
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Mål
Upon course completion the student shall be able to:

Demonstrate thorough knowledge of Contemporary sub-Saharan African 
politics, conflicts and post-conflict development

•

Independently reflect upon and analyse contemporary issues relating to sub-
Saharan African politics, conflict and post-conflict development

•

Apply and relate theories in an empirical manner, and take a critical approach to 
current scientific issues within the field of social science relating to Sub-Saharan 
African politics, conflict and post-conflict development.

•

Innehåll
Sub-Saharan Africa is developing rapidly, and unevenly. 10 of the 20 fastest growing 
economies in the world 2013 are African. The continent has gone through a dramatic 
political development since independence. Democratization processes and conflicts 
have developed in parallel. After a turbulent 1990s and early 20th decade where a great 



number of the worlds armed conflicts took place in Africa, in 2013 the situation appears 
to have improved. Still many of the sources of conflicts exist. Poverty remains 
widespread and deep – and at the same time a new middle and upper class is rapidly 
expanding, claiming economic and political influence. The course is designed to give 
an entry point into some of the broad themes and political challenges in contemporary 
sub-Saharan Africa. Broadly, the course considers the legacy of colonialism, the cold 
war and global development, the making and fragility of the African state, governance 
issues, the challenges for democratization process – and the social tensions emerging 
from countries in the midst of rapid transformation from mainly agrarian to “modern” 
and mainly urban societies. The conflicts and efforts to build post-conflict societies are 
analyzed in within a multilevel analytical framework, including actors/processes/ 
structures on local, national, regional and international level. Aid and aid polices related 
to political development and conflicts will be analyzed. In addition, a few case studies 
that touch on "hot topics" in recent African politics are examined.

Undervisningsformer
The teaching methods consist of lectures, seminars and/or other assignments. The 
course is tought in English. At some moments of the course, attendance may be 
required.

Examination
Kursen bedöms med betygen Underkänd, Godkänd eller Väl godkänd. 
 
The course is assessed by a research paper in combination with student participation. 
The grades are transferred to the following ECTS grades: A, B, C, D, E, F or Fx.

Kursvärdering
A written evaluation is completed after the course, and it will be archived at the School 
of Social Sciences. The result and possible changes will be communicated to the 
students next time the course will be given.
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Background reading 
 
If you feel you need some background/introduction to Africa studies, I can recommend 
this 
two books 
Harbeson J, W. and Rothchild D, S. (2009) Africa in world politics: reforming political 
order, Boulder, CO: Westview Press. 
Moss, T. J. (2011). African development : making sense of the issues and actors. 
Boulder, Colo., Lynne Rienner Publishers, Inc. 
 


